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Le Roy Torres looks at the two uniforms that defined his adult life — his final dress uniform from 23 years in the Army and Army 
Reserve, from which he medically retired as a captain, and the final uniform he wore during his 14 years as a Texas state trooper. 


Burn-pit injury, advocacy 
shape the lives of vet, wife 


By Rose L. Thayer 
Stars and Stripes 

ROBSTOWN, Texas 
rmy Reserve Capt. Le Roy 
Torres’ 2007 deployment to the 
Iraq War left a clear demarca¬ 
tion in the lives of him and his 
wife, Rosie Lopez Torres. Everything 
about their marriage fits neatly on ei¬ 
ther side of the line — before the war, 
and after. 

Before the war, Le Roy was serving 
in the military like his father did dur¬ 
ing the Korean War. After transitioning 
from active duty to the Army Reserve, 
he became a Texas state trooper work¬ 
ing in and around Robstown, the south 


Texas town where he grew up. 

Rosie, from San Antonio, worked at 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, pri¬ 
marily with its homeless program. She 
did much of the work raising their three 
children while Le Roy’s jobs kept him 
away from home. 

When Le Roy returned in November 
2008 from Iraq, Rosie was relieved to see 
him across the tarmac of the airfield. 

“I thought, ‘Great. He’s not missing 
any limbs. We’re good. We survived this. 
Everything’s good. We’re back. Now it’s 
about getting back to where we were,”’ 
Rosie said. 

That was not to be. 

SEE ADVOCACY ON PAGE 4 




Le Roy Torres 


Retired Army Reserve Capt. Le Roy Torres deployed 
to Balad, Iraq, in late 2007. During his year 
downrange, Torres lived and worked near a bum pit, 
which led to numerous medical problems. 


Trump and 
Macron 
clash over 
NATO, ISIS 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

President Donald Trump and 
his French counterpart, Em¬ 
manuel Macron, clashed on key 
security and diplomatic issues 
Tuesday at the NATO conference 
in London, hours after Trump 
blasted the French leader for 
making “very, very nasty” com¬ 
ments about the alliance. 

Trump, who has a track record 
as a NATO skeptic, and Macron 
were in London to mark the alli¬ 
ance’s 70th year and meet with 
other alliance leaders for secu¬ 
rity talks. 

In opening remarks Tuesday 
morning alongside NATO Secre¬ 
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg, 
Trump repeated complaints about 
lackluster European defense 
spending and then launched an 
attack on Macron, who said in a 
recent interview that NATO suf¬ 
fers from “brain death.” 

“Nobody needs NATO more 
than France ... It’s a very dan¬ 
gerous statement for France to 
make,” Trump said. 

Macron caused a stir last month 
when he said in an interview that 
NATO is in bad shape and sug¬ 
gested that U.S. leadership under 
Trump was a big reason for the 
alliance’s decline. 

Trump seized on the com¬ 
ments and in so doing took on the 
unlikely role, for him, of NATO 
defender. 

“You can’t go around making 
statements like that about NATO. 
It is very disrespectful,” said 
Trump, who in 2016 called the al¬ 
liance obsolete. 

In addition to the “brain death” 
comment, which he called a “very, 
very nasty statement,” Trump 
criticized Macron on issues such 
as trade and taxes and took shots 
at France’s high unemployment 
rate. 

SEE NATO ON PAGE 2 
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NATO: Trump, Stoltenberg 
laud each other’s efforts 
to strengthen the alliance 



Evan Vucci/AP 


French President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaking at a news conference Tuesday in London with 
President Donald Trump, refused to back down from his recent criticai comments about NATO. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

At a tense news conference 
later Tuesday, where the two men 
sat side by side, Macron refused 
to back down from his comments 
about NATO. 

“I know that my statements 
created some reaction,” he said. 
“I do stand by [them].” 

Macron went on to criticize 
Turkey for targeting Kurdish 
forces that were partners of the 
U.S. coalition against Islamic 
State in Syria, and voiced con¬ 
cern about efforts to prevent ISIS 
fighters escaping prisons in the 
country. 

In response. Trump suggested 
sending some of the “tremendous 
amount of captured fighters” to 
France, claiming “they’re mostly 
from Europe.” 

“Would you like some nice ISIS 
fighters?” the American president 
quipped to Macron. 

“Let’s be serious,” Macron 
answered. “There are a large 
number of fighters you have on 
the ground, ISIS fighters coming 


from Syria, from Iraq, and the 
region.” 

Only a “tiny minority of the 
overall problem” were originally 
from Europe, he said. 

Asked during the meeting 
about NATO’s relationship with 
its historic foe, Russia, Trump 
said: “I think we get along with 
Russia.” 

Last year. Trump accused 
Germany of being a “captive” of 
Russia because of a natural gas 
pipeline venture between the two 
countries, and lashed out at allies 
over insufficient defense spend¬ 
ing. Trump’s comments dur¬ 
ing that gathering later forced a 
closed-door emergency session to 
deal with his demand that mili¬ 
tary spending levels increase at a 
faster pace. 

This year, he repeated com¬ 
plaints about Germany not being 
on track to meet a spending 
benchmark set by NATO that 
would have each member spend 
2% of their economic output on 
defense by 2024. 

But he also praised Stolten¬ 


berg for helping to guide a NATO 
turnaround that will see allies 
increase spending levels for the 
fifth consecutive year. 

“It (defense spending) was 
going down for close to 20 years,” 
Trump said. “We wouldn’t have 
had a NATO if it kept going that 


way.” 

Stoltenberg, meanwhile, heaped 
praise on Trump. 

“Your leadership on defense 
spending is having a real impact. 
... This is making NATO stron¬ 
ger,” he said. 

On Wednesday, allies will hold 


talks on issues ranging from de¬ 
fense expenditures to Russia and 
countering a rising China. 

Trump said he expected a “tre¬ 
mendous couple days ... a tre¬ 
mendous spirit.” 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Trump decries deadly Iranian crackdown on protesters 


Associated Press 

LONDON — President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday decried the 
Iranian government’s crackdown 
on protesters, saying Tehran is 
killing its citizens for speaking 
out at demonstrations. 

Speaking in London, where he 


is attending the NATO leaders 
summit. Trump said, “Iran is 
killing thousands and thousands 
of people right now as we speak.“ 

He added they were killed “for 
the mere fact that they’re protest¬ 
ing,” and he called it a “terrible 
thing.” 

Trump was mum on what, if 


anything, the U.S. could do in 
response to the violence, but he 
said, “I think the world has to be 
watching.“ 

Later, during a meeting with 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Trump said he mis¬ 
understood an earlier question 
when he said he did not support 


the Iranian protesters. Trump ex¬ 
plained that he thought the ques¬ 
tion, during an earlier meeting 
with French President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron, pertained to financial 
support for the protesters. “We do 
support them totally,” Trump ex¬ 
plained. The president also sent 
out a tweet that said: “The United 


States of America supports the 
brave people of Iran who are pro¬ 
testing for their FREEDOM. We 
have under the Trump Adminis¬ 
tration and always will!” 

Amnesty International said on 
Monday it believes at least 208 
people were killed in the protests 
and the crackdown that followed. 
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Suit filed over mold in housing at MacDill 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Jason Genrich’s 17-year Army career is 
under threat because of his health. It’s not 
because of injuries sustained on one of his 
four deployments — it’s because of mold 
growing in his military housing at MacDill 
Air Force Base, Fla. 

Genrich, a chief warrant officer 3, and 
his wife, Jenny, moved into a house on the 
base near Tampa in August 2018. Within 
five months, Genrich visited four special¬ 
ists for ongoing symptoms including chest 
pains, mood swings, dizziness and fatigue. 
For the first time in his military career, he 
was placed on a medical deferment from 
physical activity. 

In February, his neurologist diagnosed 
him with “sick building syndrome” and 
started him on a regimen of four daily 
medications. 

His story and those of four other mili¬ 
tary families are outlined in a lawsuit filed 
Monday in U.S. District Court for the Mid¬ 
dle District of Florida, Tampa Division, 
claiming the Michaels Organization, the 
private company responsible for managing 
the on-base housing at MacDill, knew the 
houses there had mold problems and did 
not protect the health and safety of service 
members and their families. Instead, the 
company, known locally at MacDill as Har¬ 
bor Bay, took an incomplete, piecemeal ap¬ 
proach to remediating mold problems that 
was ineffective, according to the suit. 

The company’s actions were a breach of 
contract, a violation of the Florida Decep¬ 
tive and Unfair Trade Practices Act and 
negligent, according to the lawsuit. Other 
names for the Michaels Organization list¬ 
ed in the lawsuit include Michaels Man¬ 
agement Services Inc., Interstate Realty 
Management Company, AMC East Com¬ 
munities and Clark Capital Realty. A rep¬ 
resentative for the organization could not 
be reached for comment Monday. 

The families are seeking damages for 
economic losses, personal injuries and as¬ 
sociated pain and suffering, said Shanon 
Carson, an attorney with the Philadel¬ 
phia-based law firm Berger Montague, 



Florida Middle District Court 


U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Joshua Lenz 
and his family were faced with poor living 
conditions that ranged from mold in air 
ducts and maggots in the dishwasher 
upon moving into their military housing 
unit at MacDill Air Force Base. 

which filed the suit in partnership with the 
Tampa-based Whistleblower Law Firm. It 
is a class-action lawsuit that could include 
any current or former residents of the 572 
houses at MacDill managed by the Mi¬ 
chaels Organization. 

A meeting scheduled for Dec. 11 near 
MacDill is open to anyone who thinks they 
might want to be included the suit. 

“The filing of the lawsuit today is the 
first initial phase of the case,” Carson said. 
“We are interested in hearing from every¬ 
one who’s been affected by the problems at 
MacDill or other military bases if they also 
experienced problems with mold and prob¬ 
lems resulting with building issues.” 

At least three other multifamily lawsuits 
have been filed in federal courts against 
private companies that manage military 
base housing. Similar to the suit at Mac¬ 
Dill, each one accuses housing companies 
of unsafe living conditions that were ag¬ 
gravated by shoddy maintenance work and 
slow response to repair requests. 

For the past year, military family hous- 





Florida Middle District Court 

Staff Sgt. Gary Elbon and his family had a 
leaking HVAC unit that trapped moisture 
beneath the linoleum flooring in their 
military housing at MacDill. 

ing has been in the spotlight following an 
investigation by the Reuters news agency 
that exposed the toxic conditions within 
some on-base homes. 

This week. Congress will hold a second 
round of hearings about the efforts of the 
Defense Department and private compa¬ 
nies to fix ongoing problems. Defense of¬ 
ficials were to speak to the Senate Armed 
Service Committee on Tuesday, and pri¬ 
vate management companies will testify 
before the House Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee on Thursday. 

Aside from describing the conditions of 
each of the five family’s homes and their 
back-and-forth with Harbor Bay to make 
their homes livable, the 62-page lawsuit 
also describes building deficiencies as a 
systemic problem at MacDill. 

“The mold problems at MacDill (Air 
Force Base) have been evident in many 
homes that are built on stilts,” according to 
the lawsuit. “These homes frequently con¬ 


tain a building defect including, without 
limitation, the lack (of) a proper vapor bar¬ 
rier between the first floor of the home and 
the outdoors. The air conditioning units for 
these homes also lack a second line.” 

These problems are compounded by a 
failure to maintain an appropriate preven¬ 
tive maintenance program and a “lacka¬ 
daisical approach to fixing problems with 
moisture and mold immediately when they 
arise,” the lawsuit states. 

Along with Genrich, Jason Norquist, an 
Army Special Forces officer, is also suing 
the Michaels Organization. Norquist was 
pulled from a six-month deployment be¬ 
cause of unspecified health problems that 
he claims were caused from living in his 
on-base home and the family’s transient 
status after mold remediation forced them 
out of their home and into a hotel. 

Norquist, whose rank was not mentioned 
in the suit; his wife, Amie; and their four 
children moved to MacDill in July 2018. 
Five months later, the family moved into 
a rental 45 minutes from base with little 
more than the clothes on their back and a 
laundry list of health problems, according 
to the lawsuit. 

The couple’s oldest daughter continues 
to see a therapist because of emotional dis¬ 
tress developed by mold exposure. Their 
youngest daughter was diagnosed with ar¬ 
thritis and lupus that their doctor believes 
is a result of mold exposure. 

Other families named in the lawsuit in¬ 
clude Air Force Master Sgt. Joshua and 
Traci Lenz, Air Force Staff Sgt. Ryan and 
Erica Morgan and Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Gary and Kayla Elbon. 

“We filed as class action because hun¬ 
dreds of similarly situated families have 
been affected by these issues,” Carson 
said. “This is not an individual issue that 
only affects five homes at MacDill Air 
Force Base. It affects literally hundreds of 
homes. These are rental units, so it affects 
multiple tenants of the same home because 
the problems are not being addressed ten¬ 
ant to tenant.” 


thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Army approves 
wearing fleece cap 
in coyote brown 

By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Army is giving soldiers 
another color option for their fleece caps — coyote 
brown. 

The Army Human Resources Command on Mon¬ 
day tweeted that Gen. James C. McConville, the ser¬ 
vice’s chief of staff, has approved the brown cap as 
an alternative to the black cap now worn by troops. 
The change in policy will be reflected next year in 
an updated 670-1, the outline of uniform rules. 

Until now, the brown fleece cap has mostly been 
for the Marine Corps and Navy, while soldiers were 
allowed to wear only the black fleece cap, which was 
introduced four years ago alongside the new cam¬ 
ouflage and physical training uniforms. However, 
some troops can already be seen sporting a brown 
cap in the field. 

Human Resources Command said the brown 
fleece is being authorized for troops to wear with 
their camouflage uniform and it is unclear whether 
the new authorization covers the physical training 
uniforms. Soldiers are issued a black fleece cap and 
there is no indication that will change. 



Drew Verbis/U.S. Navy 


Gen. James C. McConville, the Army’s chief of 
staff, has approved the brown fleece cap as an 
alternative to the black cap troops now wear. 

However, troops can purchase their own caps — if 
they receive approval. 

The black cap was the only authorized fleece cap 
for soldiers since 2017 when the green fleece cap 
was phased out when new uniforms were making 
their way into the ranks. However, some soldiers 
continued to wear the green fleece caps. 

beynon.steven@Stripes.com^ 

Twitter: @StevenBeynon 


Graham: US must sanction 
Turkey for missile testing 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Two lead¬ 
ing senators pressed Secretary 
of State Michael Pompeo to com¬ 
ply with existing law and impose 
sanctions on Turkey for purchas¬ 
ing and testing a Russia-made 
missile system. 

South Carolina Republican 
Lindsey Graham and Maryland 
Democrat Chris Van Hollen said 
in a letter dated Monday that 
Turkey’s acquisition of the S- 
400 anti-aircraft weapons should 
trigger sanctions under the Coun¬ 
tering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act. The two 
senators cited Turkish and Rus¬ 
sian officials who said Turkey 
isn’t only testing the systems but 
also has plans for further coop¬ 
eration with Russia. 

“The time for patience has long 
expired,” Graham and Van Hollen 
wrote in the letter. “It is time you 
applied the law. Failure to do so is 
sending a terrible signal to other 


countries that they can flout U.S. 
laws without consequence.” 

The senators previously 
warned that Turkey’s decision to 
use Russia’s S-400 system could 
undermine the NATO ally’s par¬ 
ticipation in buying and helping to 
build the U.S.-made F-35 fighter 
jet. The Pentagon has said it is in 
the process of removing Turkey 
from the F-35 program. 

Pompeo told reporters Nov. 26 
that Turkey’s move to adopt the 
S-400 is “concerning” but that 
“we’re still taking to the Turks.” 

He said “we have made very 
clear to the Turkish government 
our desire to see them move away 
from” putting the S-400 “into full 
operationalization.” 

Graham and Van Hollen intro¬ 
duced a bill in October that would 
sanction Turkey’s leaders, finan¬ 
cial institutions and energy sector 
in response to its invasion of north¬ 
ern Syria after President Donald 
Trump said he would withdraw 
U.S. troops from the region. 
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Advocacy: Veteran 
lived within a mile of 
burn pit during Iraq tour 



Rose L. THAYER/Stars and Stripes 


Le Roy Torres stands outside the Burn Pits 360 Warrior Support Center in Robstown, Texas, with his 
wife, Rosie, and his service dog, Hope. The nonprofit helped create a national registry for burn pit 
exposure at the Department of Veterans Affairs and it advocates for better care for toxic exposure. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

After just three weeks at home, 
Le Roy went to the emergency 
room with a severe cough and 
chest pains, and that’s when life 
after the war began. 

Since the wars in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan, a contentious debate 
has raged over the effects of bum 
pit exposure. Thousands of vet¬ 
erans have linked their chronic 
medical issues, including cancer 
and severe respiratory illnesses, 
to burn pits. The VA contends that 
there isn’t enough conclusive re¬ 
search to prove the connection. 

A just-released 2019 annual re¬ 
port from the Wounded Warrior 
Project said about 70% of 134,000 
veterans surveyed reported ex¬ 
posure to hazardous chemicals 
or substances. Only 9% of those 
veterans reported being treated 
through the VA while 12% said 
they tried but did not receive toxic 
exposure treatment at the VA. 

For more than 10 years, Le Roy 
and Rosie’s lives have revolved 
around his medical needs and 
veterans advocacy related to burn 
pit exposure. They formed a non¬ 
profit with Rosie as the executive 
director and have worked to raise 
awareness of post-9/11 veterans 
who suffer medical problems 
caused by breathing toxic fumes 
from massive piles of burning 
trash on U.S. military bases in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Their goal 
is for the government to recog¬ 
nize presumptive illnesses from 
bum pit exposure and award dis¬ 
ability benefits. 

“In his case, we were forced to 
find answers, which in a way was 
good and, in a way, we lost our¬ 
selves,” Rosie, 45, said. “There’s 
times that I’ve cried because I’m 
like, ‘Should we ever have pur¬ 
sued it that much to find out what 
was going on?”’ 

Le Roy, 47, acknowledged the 
struggle. 

“We were dealt this card with 
this mission. ... We can’t go back. 
We’re just moving forward,” he 
said. “But now it’s helping thou¬ 
sands of other people.” 

Through their nonprofit Bum 
Pits 360, the couple advocated 
in Washington for the creation of 
a voluntary national registry of 
bum pit exposure in 2014 at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

More than 187,000 veter¬ 
ans to date have provided their 
information. 

Before getting the legislation 
passed for the VA registry. Burn 
Pits 360 began its own registry, 
which it still maintains. They 
worked with Texas lawmakers 
to pass a law this year to begin 
one at the state level. It is still in 
development. 

Each registry collects slightly 
different information in different 
ways. 

While Burn Pits 360 allows 
family members to submit infor¬ 
mation on behalf of a veteran as 
well as update the information as 


symptoms worsen or change, the 
VA registry is static and only for 
veterans. The VA registry does 
not track veteran deaths like the 
others do. The Texas registry will 
function more like the nonprofit’s 
when it comes to data collection. 

Le Roy has also filed a lawsuit 
against the state of Texas because 
he believes that he was forced out 
of his job as a state trooper based 
on his war-related illness — a vio¬ 
lation of the Uniformed Services 
Employment and Reemployment 
Rights Act of 1994, which pro¬ 
tects civilian employment of ser¬ 
vice members. 

The Texas Supreme Court 
picked up the case in September 
and its opinion, expected early 
next year, could set precedent 
on the rights of thousands of Na¬ 
tional Guard and Reserve service 
members who hold civilian jobs 
at a state agency. The ruling in 
Texas could also affect how other 
states interpret the federal law. 

How it began 

Le Roy spent 2007 surrounded 
by toxic fumes from a 10-acre 
burn pit at Camp Anaconda in 
Balad, Iraq — the military’s larg¬ 
est burn pit in the country, he 
said. His unit’s living area was 
within a mile of the pit, where 
everything no longer needed was 
burned: medical waste, aircraft 
engines, computers, tires. 

“It was dirty and nasty,” Le 
Roy recalled while sitting in the 
conference room of the Burn Pits 
360 headquarters in Robstown. “I 
eventually started putting a sheet 
over my head... because it was so 
nasty you could smell it” in the 
housing unit where he lived. 

He was sick every few weeks of 
the deployment, including one in¬ 
stance when he was quarantined. 
Most of the time, he treated his 
symptoms with over-the-counter 
medications. 

“I’d wake up with headaches. 
It was painful, but I was able to 
deal with the headaches. There 
toward the end of my deployment, 
it started to get worse and the in¬ 
tensity was much more,” he said. 

When he made his first ER 
visit to a civilian hospital after 
his deployment, the doctor asked 
him whether he’d been recently 
exposed to anything harmful. 
Le Roy described the burn pit 
and the doctor said he had “Iraqi 
crud.” The doctor provided Le 
Roy cough medicine and antibi¬ 
otics, telling him to expect the 
“crud” to stick around for a cou¬ 
ple of months before clearing. 

Le Roy’s symptoms ebbed and 
flowed over time and began to af¬ 
fect his work as a state trooper. 

“I was on a foot pursuit one 
morning. ... After I apprehended 
the guy, I thought I was having a 
stroke. I was having chest pains, 
like this pressure and burning. 
And that’s when I realized there’s 
something wrong.” 


The Texas Department of Pub¬ 
lic Safety moved Le Roy to tem¬ 
porary assignment in a driver’s 
license office, where he was as¬ 
signed to the phone room and 
wore a surgical mask over his 
nose and mouth. His symptoms 
continued to worsen. In August 
2010, he said he was told to take 
time off to figure out what was 
going on with his health. 

“And that’s when the far jour¬ 
ney started,” Le Roy said. 

That night he and Rosie drove 
the two hours to San Antonio to 
the Audie L. Murphy Memorial 
Veterans’ Hospital. Over the fol¬ 
lowing days and weeks, he was 
seen in emergency rooms at 
Brooke Army Medical Center 
and Lackland Air Force Base. 

“It sounded like he was going to 
cough up a lung,” Rosie said. “It 
even got to the point where he col¬ 
lapsed in the bathroom and our 
boys were like trying to pick him 
up and get him to call 911. ... We 
were desperate.” 

He was prescribed everything 
from cough drops to psychiat¬ 
ric medication, as some doctors 
told Le Roy his illness was all in 
his head. Eventually, Rosie dis¬ 
covered an online community of 
spouses and widows of service 
members with similar symptoms 
and found her way to the research 
of Dr. Robert Miller at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

In 2011, Miller published a 
study of 38 cases of constrictive 
bronchiolitis in soldiers who de¬ 
ployed to Iraq or Afghanistan 
which he linked to prolonged ex¬ 
posure to sulfur fires and burn 
pits on deployment. The diagno¬ 


sis required a lung biopsy, an in¬ 
vasive surgery to remove a piece 
of lung tissue. 

The couple paid their own way 
to Nashville, and Le Roy under¬ 
went a lung biopsy at Vanderbilt. 
As the doctors wheeled him into 
the operating room, they paused 
to allow Rosie to say goodbye. 

“And she said, ‘We’re going to 
do something about this. We’re 
going to fight. We’re going find 
answers. We’re going to get help,”’ 
Le Roy recalled as his wife teared 
up at the memory. “And that’s 
where Burn Pits 360 began.” 

‘A dark place’ 

Miller diagnosed Le Roy with 
nonreversible constrictive bron¬ 
chiolitis, a small-airway disease 
that limits lung capacity and 
causes a dry cough. 

Years later, a scan of Le Roy’s 
brain showed he suffered from 
toxic brain injury, which is simi¬ 
lar to a disease attributed to peo¬ 
ple with repeated brain injuries 
or concussions, such as profes¬ 
sional football players. 

Essentially, portions of Le 
Roy’s brain are so constricted 
that there isn’t blood flow. He 
struggles with short-term mem¬ 
ory and mood regulation. It also 
puts him at higher risk for vision 
problems and dementia. 

With his initial diagnosis in 
hand in August 2010, the Torreses 
took their findings to Texas De¬ 
partment of Public Safety along 
with a memo outlining the type 
of work Le Roy was able to per¬ 
form. He wrote how he could still 
be of service to the state without 
being a state trooper patrolling 


the highway. 

“That’s what I was asking for 
— just a job. Even noncommis¬ 
sioned. Of course, with the same 
pay, because that’s what USER- 
RA calls for,” Le Roy said. 

Instead, he was pressured to 
leave his job. 

It wasn’t easy for Le Roy to re¬ 
alize that uniforms and financial 
stability did not define him. Pho¬ 
tos on the walls of the couple’s 
home showcase Le Roy’s service 
to the state and to the country. In 
most photos, he is wearing some 
type of uniform. 

The couple built a home on 
family land, but nearly lost it in 
foreclosure in the years after his 
2012 resignation from DPS. 

Late one night in 2016, Le Roy 
said he slipped into “a dark place.” 
He shut the door to his office and 
found his 12-gauge shotgun. 

Hope, his service dog, became 
confused and ran to get Rosie, who 
opened the door to find Le Roy in 
his chair, gun in his mouth. 

“People need to know the real¬ 
ity behind how it affects people 
and how the hardship drives you 
to the point of no return, and 
so I knew the look in his eyes,” 
Rosie said. “I was trying to come 
up with every excuse for him to 
come back to me,” she said. 

Le Roy said he didn’t name his 
dog, but it’s clear to him now why 
someone did. 

Hope saved his life that night. 

‘A long road’ 

Le Roy’s lawsuit, filed in 2017 
in Nueces County, has yet to be 
heard. 

SEE PAGE 5 
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Before the Warrior Support Center in Robstown, Texas, opened in 
May 2018, Le Roy and Rosie Torres ran their nonprofit from their 
home. The center is a headquarters for Burn Pits 360 and a piace 
for veterans and first responders to meet and gather information on 
benefits and other relevant topics. 


Advocacy; Couple’s fight 
for veteran’s rights led 
them to start nonprofit 


FROM PAGE 4 

USERRA states that if Le Roy 
wanted to continue to work, the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety was required to make ac¬ 
commodations for his service- 
connected disability. He’s asking 
for more than $1 million in lost 
wages and retirement pay. 

“All this ordeal and with job 
loss, I couldn’t sit,” Le Roy said. 
“Even through my ailments, I 
had to do something. 

“We’re going to fight hard for 
it. For our entitlement. And that’s 
what I’ve been doing for 10 years. 
It’s been a long road.” 

The state contends that the suit 
should be thrown out because 
Texas has sovereign immunity 
against private damage suits 
unless Congress has waived its 
immunity. Without that waiver, 
only the U.S. government can sue 
the state for a federal law, not a 
citizen. 

Texas has its own similar laws, 
but Brian Lawler, Le Roy’s San 
Diego-based attorney, said he is 
suing under USERRA because it 
offers greater protections. 

“If the state wins, no service 
member employed by the state of 
Texas will have the right to sue 
under USERRA in Texas state 
court,” Lawler said. “That’s an 
absurd result.” 

Winning would give every 
service member employed by 
the state that right, and a simi¬ 
lar lawsuit with Lawler’s firm is 
pending — waiting for the court’s 
decision. 

A decision on Torres’ lawsuit 
could come as early as January. If 
the judges rule in Le Roy’s favor, 
the case will go back to Nueces 
County to be heard, but Lawler 
assumes the state will petition the 
U.S. Supreme Court. If he loses, 
that is what he intends to do. 


God’s will 

Earlier this year, the city of 
Robstown donated a building 
in its quiet downtown, allowing 
Burn Pit 360 to move from the 
Torres home and open as the 
Warrior Outreach Center — part 
headquarters, part gathering 
space, part educational center. 

Derek Fronabarger, legislative 
director at the Wounded Warrior 
Project, described Rosie Torres 
as one of the most knowledgeable 
individuals about burn pits. He 
works alongside her and about a 
dozen other organizations on the 
Toxic Exposure in the American 
Military coalition. 

The group meets twice a month, 
and thanks to a grant from the 
Wounded Warrior Project, Rosie 
is able to travel to Washington to 
attend meetings in person. 

“You get a lot of people who 
can bring anecdotal stories to the 
table which really help in trying to 
push the narrative,” Fronabarger 
said. “You have others that bring 
policy, wonky; they just know the 
issue really well, but they may not 
have the emotional connection. 
She actually brings both. 

“She’s personally been affected 
by this issue, but she’s also dedi¬ 
cated her entire life and her pro¬ 
fessional career now on really 
understanding the policy.” 

Just before Le Roy was medi¬ 
cally retired from the Army, he 
tried to transfer to become a chap¬ 
lain. He believes that through 
Burn Pits 360 he is ministering 
to people — just not the way he 
imagined before the boundary 
separating the couple’s lives was 
drawn by war. 

“I would do it all over again if 
I had a choice,” he said. “If the 
Army called to say, ‘You know 
what, maybe you can come back 
in.’ I would.” 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)Rose_Lori 
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New Navy tour 
lengths affect 
more than 50K 



Vincent Zaragozi/U.S. Navy 


Sailors man the rails aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge as it pulls into its homeport at 
Norfolk, Va. A shakeup in sea/shore tour lengths will see 20 ratings with longer sea tours, 22 ratings 
with shorter sea tours and seven ratings with longer shore tours. 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Over 
50,000 sailors will see changes in 
their planned sea and shore tour 
lengths, the Navy announced in 
an updated policy that will affect 
more than half of all job fields. 

The changes to the Sea Shore 
Flow policy, announced in an ad¬ 
ministrative message Monday, 
will affect 47 ratings: 20 will have 
longer sea tours, 22 shorter sea 
tours and seven will have longer 
shore tours. 

“This was a necessary adjust¬ 
ment to ensure that we have the 
right people in the right billets to 
maintain our operational readi¬ 
ness across the fleet,” Chief of 
Naval Personnel Vice Adm. John 
B. Nowell Jr. said in a statement. 

The Sea Shore Flow system 
maps out a path to balance each 
sailor’s time on land and at sea 
over the course of a hypothetical 
30-year career. 

Factors that affected the chang¬ 
es to tour lengths included initial 


Ratings affected 

47 of 88 

More time on sea duty 

30K 

Less time on sea duty 

21K 

More time on shore duty 

2,500 


training, available duty billets 
and retention, the Navy said. 

Minemen will serve in a ship 
for an extra year during their 
first sea tour, the largest average 
increase among all ratings; how¬ 
ever, they’ll serve six months less 


of their third projected sea tour. 
Machinist’s mates will see a 12- 
month average increase on their 
second sea tour. 

Fire controlmen will have less 
sea duty across their careers, 
with decreases between nine and 
12 months during each of their 
first four sea tours. Mass commu¬ 
nications and religious program 
specialists will each be spending, 
on average, an extra year in their 
first three shore duties. 

The new policy will not affect 
sailors within 12 months of their 


next rotation date, but those who 
fall outside that window will have 
their tour dates adjusted in their 
records, the announcement said. 

In a separate announcement 
released Monday, the Navy said it 
will be adding more than 60 select 
reenlistment bonuses for critical 
billets, ranging from $30,000 to 
$100,000, to try to keep talented 
sailors in the service. 

The special warfare ratings, 
including SEALs, and nuclear- 
trained ratings are receiving the 
biggest offers. 


The bonus announcement also 
highlighted an expansion of the 
Pay for Performance pilot pro¬ 
gram for seven engineering rat¬ 
ings, helicopter crewmen and 
submarine culinary specialists. 

The administrative messages 
announcing the tour changes and 
new bonuses are available at the 
Navy Personnel Command web¬ 
site, located at https://www.pub- 
lic.navy.mil/bupers-npc/. 

karsten.ioshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @ioshua_karsten 


First female Marine 
finishes recon training 


Andrew Cortez/U.S. Marine Corps 

Marines taking part in the basic reconnaissance course run into the 
ocean in October at Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, Calif.. 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

The first female Marine to com¬ 
plete the Marine Corps’ rigorous 
reconnaissance training gradu¬ 
ated from the 12-week course at 
Camp Pendleton, Calif, in early 
November. 

Lance Cpl. Alexa Barth is the 
only woman accepted into the 
basic reconnaissance course 
since the Pentagon lifted a ban on 
women in combat roles in January 
2013, said 1st Lt. Samuel Stephen¬ 
son, spokesman for Marine Corps 
Combat Development Command. 
The course has an average drop¬ 
out rate of between 25% and 40%, 
according to Stephenson. From 
Oct. 1, 2018, to Sept. 30, only 309 
of 695 candidates continued the 
course. 

“We are proud to have a Ma¬ 
rine as mentally and physically 
tough as Lance Cpl. Barth in the 
reconnaissance community,” Ste¬ 
phenson told Stars and Stripes 
via email Nov. 27. 

Barth is expected to report to 
1st Reconnaissance Battalion at 
Camp Pendleton after complet¬ 
ing secondary schooling in such 
topics as survival, evasion, resis¬ 
tance and escape and the multi¬ 
mission parachute course. The 


Marine Corps did not make Barth 
available for an interview or pro¬ 
vide other information about her. 

Thus far, no other female Ma¬ 
rines have volunteered for recon¬ 
naissance training, Stephenson 
said. The Marine Corps did not 
change the program standards 
after January 2013, he added. 

Marine reconnaissance, or 
recon, units are specially trained 
to conduct amphibious reconnais¬ 
sance, ground reconnaissance, 
surveillance and specialized 
raids. 

Even before starting the 12- 
week course, Barth completed 
a routine five-week screening 
called the Reconnaissance Train¬ 
ing and Assessment Program. 
Many would-be recon Marines 
wash out at this stage; the as¬ 
sessment’s dropout rate of 50% 
to 60% is higher than reconnais¬ 
sance training itself, according to 
Stephenson. 

During the assessment stage, 
students undergo daily physical 
training and must complete an 
enhanced physical fitness test, 
which includes treading water for 
30 minutes in their uniforms and 
two back-to-back runs of the Ma¬ 
rine obstacle course in under six 
minutes. 

Candidates then move into re¬ 


connaissance training. There 
they face two to six hours of daily 
physical training, along with 
other tests, such as a 12-mile, 
three-hour march with more 
than 50 pounds of equipment and 
an hourlong, IVi-mile open water 
swim with fins and a 50-pound 
pack. Marine Corps Mqj. Douglas 
Price, commander of the Recon¬ 
naissance Training Company, 
said via email Thursday. 

The reconnaissance course is 
divided into three phases: indi¬ 
vidual skills and ground and am¬ 


phibious reconnaissance. Price 
said. 

“Due to the nature of recon¬ 
naissance operations and special 
insertion requirements, the train¬ 
ing is high risk and you must be 
a volunteer,” he said. “Students 
that complete the course and 
choose to remain demonstrate an 
uncommon personal resolve from 
other Marines as a defining char¬ 
acter trait.” 

vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarios 


Kunsan runway closed 
after F-16 pilot ejects 

SEOUL, South Korea — An F- 
16 pilot suffered minor injuries 
after ejecting from his aircraft 
during a routine landing, prompt¬ 
ing officials at Kunsan Air Base 
to close the runway for nearly 
24 hours, according to the Air 
Force. 

The Fighting Falcon pilot, who 
was not otherwise identified, was 
the only person aboard the air¬ 
craft when the incident occurred 
about 3:30 p.m. Monday, the 8th 
Fighter Wing said in a press re¬ 
lease that day. He was taken to a 
medical facility with minor inju¬ 
ries, it added. 

The wing commander sus¬ 
pended all military and civilian 
flying operations “to ensure the 
safety and security of people and 
assets,” but the runway was re¬ 
opened about 3 p.m. Tuesday, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. 

It did not provide more details, 
saying a safety board was investi¬ 
gating the incident and additional 
details will be provided as they 
become available. 

The fighter jet was assigned to 
the 8th Fighter Wing, which has 
two fighter squadrons that per¬ 
form air and space control roles 
including counter air, strategic 
attack, interdiction and close-air 
support missions. 

From staff reports 
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Dan Brissey 

Maryland National Guard Staff Sgt. Dan Brissey poses with his feline 
friend, Sully. Brissey raised more than $3,000 to take Sully from 
Afghanistan to the United States. 


Soldier raises $3,000 
to rescue Afghan cat 


By Meredith Tibbetts 

Stars and Stripes 

Sully the cat is getting a new 
home. 

Staff Sgt. Dan Brissey, on his 
fifth tour overseas and his third 
trip to Afghanistan, has raised 
more than the required $3,000 to 
bring the feline he rescued to the 
United States. 

Brissey found Sully while she 
was sunning herself in the crook 
of a concrete blast wall on his way 
back from getting fuel. Brissey, 
who is allergic to cats, said on his 
fundraising page that Sully was 
one in a litter of four, and none of 
the other kittens would allow him 
to get close enough to pet them. 

Sully, however, “warmed right 
up to me and even let me pick her 
up,” he wrote. “She’s so stink¬ 
ing cute!” Brissey wrote in a 
Facebook message to Stars and 
Stripes. 

Serving with the Maryland 
National Guard, Brissey said his 
“mind was blown” when he re¬ 
alized this morning that all the 
money had been raised through 
the Afghanistan animal rescue 
Nowzad. 

“Last night when I went to 
sleep, finally it was at $2,256. 
Then I got up 4 hours later and it 
was $3,184,” Brissey said through 


Facebook. Donations are still 
coming in at fundrazr.com. 

Sully is “very sweet; she likes to 
he held,” Brissey said. She “loves 
human contact. She has a real soft 
meow, very lovable kitty.” 

Nowzad’s mission is to relieve 
the suffering of animals in Af¬ 
ghanistan and to provide and 
maintain rescue, rehabilitation 
and education facilities. A repre¬ 
sentative from Nowzad said the 
extra money raised will go to¬ 
ward the transportation costs of 
getting Sully to the United States. 
Anything beyond that will be 
used for the Nowzad shelter and 
clinic where Sully was spayed, 
vaccinated and microchipped. 

Nowzad is the only official ani¬ 
mal shelter in Afghanistan, and it 
is home to more than 130 dogs, 40 
cats and seven donkeys. 

It’s unclear when Sully will 
make the trip to the United 
States but waiting for her will 
be Brissey’s wife and Sully’s 
new “sister” cat, Annabelle (also 
known as Jabba the Kitty). 

“It makes the deployment days 
a little better when you have a 
furry little buddy to spend some 
time with,” Brissey wrote on the 
fundraising page. 

'tibbetts.meredfth@strTpesrcom 

Twitter: ©mjtibbs 


SIGAR: Unclear how much 
US food reached Afghans 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — No one knows how much 
of the $589 million in food aid donated by the United 
States to Afghanistan since 2010 was stolen, a Pen¬ 
tagon watchdog group said in a recent report. 

The US. Agency for International Development 
spent the money to feed starving Afghan families, 
but a lack of oversight amid reports of theft by both 
insurgents and government workers leaves no way 
to account for what has happened to the food, a re¬ 
port by the Special Inspector General for the Re¬ 
construction of Afghanistan said late last month. 

“Millions of dollars in emergency food assistance 
in Afghanistan remain at risk of waste, fraud, and 
abuse because USAID cannot directly monitor the 
distribution of food assistance,” the report said. 

Thefts included a scheme in 2015 in which Afghan 
government workers took 20% of the food meant for 
students and sold it at local markets, the SIGAR re¬ 
port said. 

Last year, the Taliban hijacked three trucks car¬ 
rying food in the country’s drought-stricken west, 
an Afghan official said Tuesday. 

Until 2013, losses from fraud or waste were not 
tracked. USAID later relied on subpar recordkeep¬ 
ing from its local partners, the report said. 

More than 91% of reports from the United Nations 
World Food Program and the UN. Children’s Fund, 
who partnered with USAID, lacked data on food 
safety, expense and transportation costs, SIGAR 
said. 

“USAID cannot determine whether it is funding 
projects that are achieving their desired outcomes,” 
the SIGAR report said. 

U.S. officials were able to visit only one food dis¬ 
tribution project site — a warehouse in the capital, 
Kabul — once in the last five years due to security 
concerns. 

Rural areas are where much of the fraud and 
theft occur, said State Ministry of Disaster Manage¬ 
ment spokesman Ahmad Tamim Azimi. Aid work¬ 
ers must rely on tribal elders and provincial council 
members who often have their own agendas. 

“We cannot guarantee full transparency,” Azimi 
said. “There are still some problem areas when it 
comes to corruption, especially in the insecure 
areas.” 

Lack of security is a significant challenge to ac¬ 
countability efforts, said Marc Chretien, who served 
as senior State Department adviser to NATO forces 
in Afghanistan. 

“[USAID] has limited ability to directly manage 
some of these programs,” Chretien said in an email. 
“In a perfect world they would obtain all the data to 
satisfy a SIGAR audit. It’s not a perfect world.” 



A Pentagon watchdog group said a lack of 
oversight means no one knows how much of the 
$589 million in food sent by the U.S. for Afghans 
since 2010 was stolen. 

In a response to SIGAR, USAID said it agreed 
with the report’s findings and that it hoped to start 
third-party monitoring of its projects in 2020. 

Some improvements have already been made, a 
WFP spokesman said. 

“WFP has been adjusting its monitoring and 
reporting activities and practices in general, and 
those specific to USAID very actively since 2017,” 
Wahidullah Amani said in an email. 

Among Afghans, 60% said in a Gallup poll earlier 
this year that they struggle to afford food. The worst 
drought in nearly 20 years hit last winter, leaving 
5.2 million people in need of aid. This first winter 
after the drought will likely strain already depleted 
food stocks, putting the country at risk of a hunger 
crisis, SIGAR said. 

Ghulam Dastagir, a farmer in Herat province, 
said people will starve this winter because of cor¬ 
ruption. The lack of help has left him with bitter feel¬ 
ings about the U.S.-backed government in Kabul, he 
said. 

“This is all lies,” Dastagir said of food assistance 
efforts. “Poor people do not get anything.” 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

iawrence.jp@stripes.com 

Twitter: @Jplawrence3 


Japan reports record number of Chinese ships near Senkakus 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — China has sent a record num¬ 
ber of its ships this year past an island 
group in the East China Sea whose control 
it disputes with Japan, according to the 
Japan Coast Guard. 

As of Tuesday, 1,007 Chinese govern¬ 
ment ships had been spotted in the con¬ 
tiguous zone of the chain known as the 
Senkaku Islands in Japan and the Diaoyu 
Islands in China, the coast guard told Stars 
and Stripes. That’s an increase of more 
than 18% from the previous record of 819 
Chinese ship sightings in 2013. 

The coast guard said the vessels include 
any that belong to the Chinese government. 


including navy and coast guard ships. 

A contiguous zone is the 12-nautical- 
mile area between the outermost edge of a 
state’s territorial waters and international 
waters, according to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

The two countries for decades have dis¬ 
puted sovereignty over the uninhabited 
group of five small islands and three rocks 
that amount to 2 ¥2 square miles of dry land 
southwest of Japan and east of Taiwan. 
Though the islands are barren, the seabed 
around them is thought to contain large re¬ 
serves of oil and natural gas. 

The islands were “generally accepted 
as being Japanese-owned” until Decem¬ 
ber 1970 when Beijing declared they were 
“part of ‘China’s sacred territory,”’ ac¬ 
cording to a declassified CIA intelligence 


report. 

This year China sent its vessels into the 
contiguous zone for the longest stretch on 
record. Chinese ships were seen in the zone 
for 64 consecutive days between April 12 
and June 14, according to the Japan Coast 
Guard. 

A spokesman said the coast guard will 
continue to deal with the issue “calmly 
with fortitude” and continue to protect 
Japanese waters. 

It is customary for Japanese government 
spokespersons to withhold their names 
from press reports. 

The coast guard is the primary agency 
in charge of policing Japanese waterways 
and can call the Japan Maritime Self-De¬ 
fense Force for help if necessary. 

Japan in September announced plans to 


create a police unit dedicated to the Sen¬ 
kakus. The force, which would be separate 
from the coast guard but likely work with 
the service, will be trained in border secu¬ 
rity tactics and deploy next year. 

The United States considers the Sen¬ 
kaku Islands under the administration of 
Japan but takes no formal position on their 
sovereignty. 

However, since 1972 it has held that the 
US.-Japan mutual security agreement 
— which obligated the U.S. to help de¬ 
fend Japan if attacked — covers the Sen¬ 
kakus, according to a 2016 Congressional 
Research Service report on U.S. treaty 
obligations. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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House releases 
report for Trump 
impeachment 



Gregory Bull/AP 


California Republican Rep. Duncan Hunter, center, walks out of federal court Tuesday in San Diego after 
pleading guilty to misusing his campaign funds. 

Calif.’s Hunter changes plea 
to guilty in corruption case 


By Lisa Mascaro 

AND Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The House 
released a sweeping impeach¬ 
ment report Tuesday outlining 
evidence of what it calls President 
Donald Trump’s wrongdoing to¬ 
ward Ukraine, findings that will 
serve as the foundation for debate 
over whether the 45th president 
should be removed from office. 

The 300-page report from 
Democrats on the House Intelli¬ 
gence Committee makes the case 
that Trump misused the power 
of his office and, in the course 
of their investigation, obstructed 
Congress by stonewalling the pro¬ 
ceedings. Based on two months of 
investigation, the report contains 
evidence and testimony from cur¬ 
rent and former US. officials. 

“The President placed his per¬ 
sonal political interests above the 
national interests of the United 
States, sought to undermine the 
integrity of the US. presidential 
election process, and endangered 
US. national security,” the report 
said. 

The panel planned to vote later 
Tuesday, in what was expected to 
be a party-line tally, to send the 
document to the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee ahead of a landmark im¬ 
peachment hearing Wednesday. 

Ahead of the release. Republi¬ 
cans defended the president in a 
rebuttal claiming Trump never 
intended to pressure Ukraine 
when he asked for a “favor” — in¬ 
vestigations of Democrats and Joe 
Biden. They say the military aid 
the White House was withholding 
was not being used as leverage, 
as Democrats claim, and besides 
the $400 million was ultimately 
released, although only after a 
congressional outcry. 

Trump at the opening of a 
NATO leaders’ meeting in Lon¬ 
don on Tuesday criticized the 
impeachment push as “unpa¬ 
triotic” and “a bad thing for our 
country.” 

The findings being released 
Tuesday will lay the foundation 
for the House Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee to assess potential articles of 
impeachment starting Wednes¬ 
day, presenting a history-making 
test of political judgment with a 
case that is dividing Congress 
and the country. 

Trump said he will not watch 
the judiciary panel’s hearing, 
saying it’s “all nonsense, they’re 
just wasting their time.” 

Democrats once hoped to sway 
Republicans to consider Trump’s 
removal, but they are now facing 
the prospect of an ever-hardening 
partisan split over the swift-mov¬ 
ing proceedings on impeaching 
the president. 


The findings are expected to 
forcefully make the Democrats’ 
case that Trump engaged in what 
Chairman Adam Schiff, D-Calif., 
calls impeachable “wrongdoing 
and misconduct” in pressuring 
Ukraine to investigate Biden and 
Democrats while withholding 
military aid to the ally. 

For Republicans offering 
an early rebuttal ahead of the 
report’s public release, the pro¬ 
ceedings are simply a “hoax,” 
with Trump insisting he did noth¬ 
ing wrong and his GOP allies in 
line behind him. Trump tweeted 
his daily complaints about it all 
and then added a suggestive, if 
impractical, question: “Can we go 
to Supreme Court to stop?” 

Trump criticized the House for 
pushing forward with the pro¬ 
ceedings while he was overseas, 
a breach of political decorum. 

For the Democrats, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi faces a 
critical moment of her leadership 
as she steers the process ahead 
after resisting the impeachment 
inquiry through the summer, 
warning at the time that it was 
too divisive for the country and 
required bipartisan support. 

Speaking to reporters at an in¬ 
ternational climate conference in 
Madrid, Pelosi declined to engage 
with impeachment questions. 
“When we travel abroad, we don’t 
talk about the president in a nega¬ 
tive way,” she said. “We save that 
for home.” 

Possible grounds for impeach¬ 
ment are focused on whether 
Trump abused his office as he 
pressed Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy in a July 25 
phone call to open investigations 
into Trump’s political rivals. At 
the time. Trump was withholding 
$400 million in military aid, jeop¬ 
ardizing key support as Ukraine 
faces an aggressive Russia at its 
border. 

The report also is expected to 
include evidence the Democrats 
say suggests obstruction of Con¬ 
gress, based on Trump’s instruc¬ 
tions for his administration to 
defy subpoenas for documents 
and testimony. 

Republicans preempted the 
report’s public release with their 
own 123-page rebuttal. 

In it, they claim there’s no evi¬ 
dence Trump pressured Zelens¬ 
kiy. Instead, they say Democrats 
just want to undo the 2016 elec¬ 
tion. Republicans dismiss witness 
testimony of a shadow diplomacy 
being run by Trump lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani, and they rely on the 
president’s insistence that he was 
merely concerned about “cor¬ 
ruption” in Ukraine — though 
the White House transcript of 
Trump’s phone call with Zelens¬ 
kiy never mentions the word. 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — California Rep. 
Duncan Hunter gave up his year¬ 
long fight against federal corrup¬ 
tion charges and pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to misusing his cam¬ 
paign funds, paving the way for 
the six-term Republican to step 
down. 

Hunter changed his not guilty 
plea at a federal hearing in San 
Diego on Tuesday in a dra¬ 
matic reversal and faces five 
years in prison as part of a plea 
agreement. 

He left the courthouse to jeers 
from protesters yelling “Lock 
him up.” Hunter said outside 
court that he failed to properly 
monitor campaign funds. 

For more than a year. Hunter 
had insisted that criminal charg¬ 
es against him and his wife were 
the result of a conspiracy of the 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A federal ap¬ 
peals court in New York on 
Tuesday upheld the legality of 
congressional subpoenas seeking 
President Donald Trump’s bank¬ 
ing records but said sensitive 
personal information should be 
protected. 

A three-judge panel of the 2nd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Manhattan issued the ruling, 
with Judge Debra Ann Livings¬ 
ton saying in a partial dissent 
that the lower court should take a 
longer look at the “serious ques¬ 
tions” raised by the case and give 


“deep state” meant to drive him 
from office in the Democrat-dom¬ 
inated state. 

Hunter, an early supporter of 
President Donald Trump, said in 
a TV interview that aired Mon¬ 
day that he is prepared to go to 
jail. He has not said exactly when 
he will resign. 

The change in plea marks the 
second time this year a Repub¬ 
lican congressman who was re¬ 
elected while indicted has later 
pleaded guilty to federal charges. 

Hunter, 42, told San Diego TV 
station KUSI a trial would be 
tough on his three children. 

His wife Margaret Hunter also 
was charged in the case and in 
June accepted a plea deal that 
called for her to testify against 
her husband. The couple could 
have faced decades in prison be¬ 
fore the plea deals. His wife faces 
up to five years in prison. 


the parties time to negotiate. 

The court said the application 
by the president and his children 
to block the subpoenas was prop¬ 
erly denied by a judge this year. 

The House Financial Services 
and Intelligence committees have 
asked Deutsche Bank and Capital 
One to turn over records related 
to Trump’s business ventures. 
The lawyers for the congressio¬ 
nal committees say they need ac¬ 
cess to documents from the banks 
to investigate possible “foreign 
influence in the U.S. political pro¬ 
cess" and possible money laun¬ 
dering from abroad. 

Trump and three of his chil- 


Federal prosecutors said the 
couple spent more than $250,000 
in campaign money for golf out¬ 
ings, family vacations to Italy and 
Hawaii, tequila shots and airline 
tickets for their pet rabbit. 

Prosecutors also revealed 
Hunter spent some of the money 
on romantic relationships with 
lobbyists and congressional 
aides. 

Hunter’s departure will mark 
the end of a political dynasty in 
Southern California’s most Re¬ 
publican district. He was elected 
in 2008 after his father represent¬ 
ed the district for 28 years. 

In October, former four-term 
Republican Rep. Chris Collins 
of New York pleaded guilty in an 
insider trading case, a day after 
he resigned from Congress. He 
faces a maximum sentence of 
about four years in prison. 


dren challenged the subpoenas. 

In May, U.S. District Judge Ed- 
gardo Ramos said Trump and his 
company were “highly unlikely” 
to succeed in proving that the 
subpoenas were unlawful and 
unconstitutional. 

The 2nd Circuit agreed though 
it said the lower court should im¬ 
plement a procedure protecting 
sensitive personal information. 
It also gave litigants a limited 
chance to object to disclosure of 
certain documents. 

Deutsche Bank has lent 
Trump’s real estate company 
millions of dollars over the years. 


Federal appeals court backs Congress 
in the battle for Trump’s bank records 








Wednesday, December 4,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


NATION 


Wis. sees 2 school shootings in 2 days 



Wm. Glasheen, The (Appleton, Wis.) Post-Crescent/AP 


Students are evacuated Tuesday from Oshkosh West High School after an armed student confronted 
a school resource officer. Police in Oshkosh say a police officer and an armed student whom he 
confronted at the school were both wounded in the confrontation Tuesday morning. 


By Ivan Moreno 

AND GrETCHEN EhLKE 

Associated Press 

OSHKOSH, Wis. — A police 
officer confronted an armed stu¬ 
dent at a Wisconsin high school 
Tuesday morning and both were 
wounded, police said, in the sec¬ 
ond such shooting at a school in 
the state in as many days. 

The latest shooting happened 
at Oshkosh West High School just 
after 9 a.m., police spokeswoman 
Katherine Mann said at a news 
briefing. The student and the offi¬ 
cer were taken to hospitals, but no 
one else was injured in the shoot¬ 
ing, Mann said. Police will not be 
releasing details of the type of 
weapon the student was carrying, 
she said. 

“This is a big deal,” Mann said. 
“We’re not that big of a city and 
we know pretty much everyone in 
the city and we know this affects a 
lot of people in our community.” 

An Oshkosh West student iden¬ 
tified only as Evelyn told WLUK- 
TV that she was in class when she 
heard screaming and her teacher 
walked out. 

“And then, like, after two 
minutes she ran back into the 
classroom and she was like, ‘Ev¬ 
erybody needs to evacuate right 
now!’ And then we all ran out of 
the class and then we saw every¬ 
body from out school running to 
across the street.” 

After reuniting with her mother 
at the nearby middle school, Ev¬ 
elyn said: “They told us they were 
going to tell us what was happen¬ 


ing, but they never did.” 

A senior identified only as Josh 
told the Journal Sentinel that he 
heard the gunshots. 

“I was walking in the hall, and 
a teacher shoved me into a class¬ 
room, and we started barricading 
the doors, and we all huddled in 
the comer, and there were gun¬ 
shots," he said. 

Stephanie Carlin, who is the 
mother of a sophomore and a se¬ 
nior at Oshkosh West and a school 
board member, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that one of her sons text¬ 
ed her to say, “it was crazy,” but 
that both of her sons were safe. 

“As a parent, it’s terrifying,” 
Carlin said. It’s a parent’s “worst 
nightmare.” 

Carlin referred questions to 
school board president Barbara 
Herzog, who did not immediately 
respond to a call and email seek¬ 
ing comment. 

Oshkosh West has about 1,700 
students in grades 9-12. 

Tuesday’s shooting in Oshkosh, 
a city of about 67,000 people, was 
about 80 miles north of Monday’s 
shooting in the Milwaukee sub¬ 
urb of Waukesha. 

A pohce officer responding to a 
situation at Waukesha South High 
School shot an armed male stu¬ 
dent in a classroom. Officials say 
that student pointed a handgun at 
officers. The 17-year-old boy was 
wounded and is in custody in sta¬ 
ble condition. No officers or other 
students were injured, Waukesha 
Police Chief Russell Jack said. 

Wisconsin Attorney General 
Josh Kaul, a Democrat, said the 


two shootings reinforced the 
need to identify troubled students 
and get them the mental health 
services they need to prevent vio¬ 
lence before it occurs. 

Kaul also renewed his call for 
the Republican-controlled Leg¬ 
islature to pass a universal gun 
background check bill and a “red 
flag” law that would empower 
judges to take guns from people 
determined to be a risk to them¬ 


selves or others. 

“These are really tragic inci¬ 
dents but it’s also tme we have 
seen incidents where there has 
been mass tragedy,” Kaul said. “I 
feel really sorry for our kids that 
they have to go to school in this 
environment.” 

School shootings have occa¬ 
sionally shone a spotlight on the 
response by guards and school 
resource officers. Armed school 


resource officers have rarely pre¬ 
vented a school shooting. 

Last year, armed guards at 
three high-profile school shoot¬ 
ings — Marshall County High 
School in Benton, Ky.; Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla.; and Santa Fe 
High School in Texas — were un¬ 
able to stop the rampage. 


Marine charged with smuggling guns to Haiti 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — A U.S. Marine caught 
smuggling guns into Haiti told investiga¬ 
tors he wanted to help the country’s military 
learn marksmanship and defeat “thugs” caus¬ 
ing instability there, according to a criminal 
complaint. 

The criminal complaint filed last week in a 
North Carolina federal court charges Jacques 
Yves Duroseau with smuggling firearms. 
Prosecutors say Duroseau flew from North 
Carolina to Haiti with baggage including eight 
firearms — at least five of which he bought 
himself — but lacked needed authorization to 
take them abroad. 

Duroseau, an active-duty U.S. Marine, and 
another unnamed person departed an airport 
in New Bern, N.C., on Nov. 11, bound for Port- 


Au-Prince, Haiti, with two plastic containers 
of firearms and a third with ammunition, ac¬ 
cording to the court filing. 

Duroseau had filled out a firearm declara¬ 
tion form with American Airlines stating he 
was carrying unloaded guns but didn’t have 
permission from the U.S. Marines to leave the 
country or permission from U.S. authorities to 
export firearms, according to the complaint 
signed by Homeland Security Special Agent 
Charles Kitchen. Media representatives for 
the airline didn’t immediately respond to a 
message seeking comment. 

Haitian authorities took Duroseau into cus¬ 
tody and ultimately, he was questioned by U.S. 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents 
in that country. 

The criminal complaint said he told the 
agents he had traveled there to “defeat the 


thugs that have been creating a little bit part 
of the instability in Haiti.” In describing the 
eight firearms, he told the agents he “picked 
every gun” to teach marksmanship to the Hai¬ 
tian Army, according to the court documents. 

The Miami Herald first reported on what 
was in the criminal complaint. 

The firearms included five handguns and 
three rifles, and they were able to trace at 
least five of them to purchases made by Duro¬ 
seau, according to court documents. 

The complaint, which doesn’t state his rank, 
said he’s a firearms instructor and knew that 
bringing the guns to Haiti was illegal. 

The criminal complaint said the other per¬ 
son with Duroseau told agents Duroseau “was 
in contact with the U.S. Embassy in Haiti to 
tell them that he wanted to be President of 
Haiti.” 


Harris ends bid for Democratic presidential nomination 



Harris 


Associated Press 

Democratic Sen. Kamala Harris 
told supporters on Tuesday that she 
was ending her bid for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in 2020. 

“I’ve taken stock and looked at this 
from every angle, and over the last 
few days have come to one of the hard¬ 
est decisions of my life,“ she wrote in 
a note to supporters. “My campaign 
for president simply doesn’t have 
the financial resources we need to 


continue.” 

Harris launched her campaign in 
front of 20,000 people in January. 

The first woman and first black at¬ 
torney general and U.S. senator in 
California’s history, she was widely 
viewed as a candidate poised to excite 
the same segment of voters that sent 
Barack Obama to the White House. 

She raised an impressive $12 million 
in the first three months of her cam¬ 
paign and quickly locked down m^or 


endorsements meant to show her dom¬ 
inance in her home state, which offers 
the biggest delegate haul in the Demo¬ 
cratic primary contest. 

But as the field grew, Harris’s fund¬ 
raising remained flat; she was unable 
to attract the type of attention being 
showered on Pete Buttigieg by tradi¬ 
tional donors or the grassroots fire¬ 
power that drove tens of millions of 
dollars to Elizabeth Warren and Ber- 
nie Sanders. 
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MILITARY FLIGHTS 

For all Military active, Reservist, 
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Other special prices possible 
From all other airports. 
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Flight diverted after 
faked medical issue 

PI TALLAHASSEE — A 
r L woman demanding a 
larger seat on an American Air¬ 
lines flight was taken into custody 
after faking a medical condition 
that prompted the pilot to head 
back to a Florida airport. 

Flight crews summoned au¬ 
thorities once the Miami-bound 
flight arrived back in Pensacola 
early Friday morning. 

A Pensacola police spokes¬ 
man said the plane was evacu¬ 
ated when the woman refused 
to deplane. Authorities and the 
plane’s pilot eventually removed 
the woman. 

Police said she was taken into 
custody under Florida’s Baker 
Act, which allows authorities to 
hold a person who could pose a 
threat to themselves or others. 

Police: Man forgot 
loaded gun in eatery 

T|y FRANKLIN — Police 
I 1^ in Tennessee said they 
were called to a Chick-fil-A res¬ 
taurant after employees reported 
someone left a loaded gun in a 
bathroom stall. 

The Tennessean reported 
Franklin police received calls 
from the restaurant saying some¬ 
one had discovered the weapon 
around 9:30 p.m. Friday. Police 
said staffers secured the firearm 
until authorities arrived. 

The owner of the gun later 
called and said he forgot his gun in 
the stall. The newspaper reported 
no charges have been filed. 

Police: Man called out, 
tried to rob workplace 

A OAKWOOD — Police 
in Georgia say a man 
called out of his Steak ’n Shake 
job because he was “intoxicated,” 
then showed up anyway and de¬ 
manded money while holding a 
co-worker at gunpoint. 

The Gainesville Times re¬ 
ported Kentarias Gowans, 20, of 
Flowery Branch, is charged with 
offenses including aggravated as¬ 
sault. Oakwood police investiga¬ 
tor Todd Templeton said Gowans 
called out on Thanksgiving, went 
to the restaurant that night, held 
a gun to a co-worker’s head and 
demanded money. 

Police said responding officers 
arrived to see employees run¬ 
ning from the business, which 
had customers at the time. Police 
said an apparently still intoxi¬ 
cated Gowans briefly raised the 
gun at officers before dropping 
it. He was arrested after a brief 
struggle. 

Bill aims to name post 
office after Ernie Pyle 

11^ DANA — Republican 
1Sens. Todd Young and 
Mike Braun have introduced leg¬ 
islation to rename the post office 
in Dana after Ernie Pyle, the cel¬ 
ebrated war correspondent who 
was born near the western Indi¬ 
ana town. 

Pyle was reporting on the U.S. 
Army’s 305th Infantry Regiment 
when he was killed on April 18, 
1945, on the Japanese island of le 



Gillian Jones, The (Pittsfield, Mass.) Berkshire Eagle/AP 


The sweetest season 

With Rudolph painted on her cheek, Tessa Soules, 6, drinks juice from a lemon through a candy cane 
straw at the 5th annual Holiday Extravaganza at the Colonial Theater in Pittsfield, Mass., on Sunday. 


Shima. 

After studying journalism at 
Indiana University, Pyle won a 
Pulitzer Prize for his reporting 
on World War 11. 

Truck with beer waste 
topples on freeway 

I IT lake city — 

I A tanker truck tipped 
over on an Interstate 215 off¬ 
ramp in southern Davis County, 
blocking traffic and spilling 2,300 
gallons of beer waste. 

The Sunday incident was the 
second highway backup caused 
by a tipped and leaking tanker 
in Utah. Interstate 15 was closed 
in both directions for 10 hours in 
Lehigh on Saturday when a truck 
rolled and spilled butane, a flam¬ 
mable liquid. 

KUTV reported the driver of 
the beer truck was not charged. 


South Davis Metro Fire said no 
injuries were reported. 

Tumbleweed snowman 
to return for season 

KIH/I ALBUQUERQUE — 
in im A beloved snowman 
made of tumbleweeds is return¬ 
ing to Albuquerque. 

The snowman goes up along 
Interstate 40 the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, called Tumble¬ 
weed Tuesday. 

The Albuquerque Metropolitan 
Arroyo Flood Control Author¬ 
ity said the tradition goes back 
to 1995. The agency builds the 
snowman with tumbleweeds col¬ 
lected from arroyos in the metro 
area and with recycled material. 

Field engineer Nolan Bennett 
said the tumbleweed used are 
bigger than the usual tumble¬ 
weed most people have on their 


property. 

Last year’s snowman was 8 feet 
tall and 12 feet wide. 

Deal lets banished 
man return to state 

WICHITA — A man 
■ who was banished 

from Kansas as a condition of a 
criminal plea deal could be al¬ 
lowed back in the state under a 
deal struck Monday, civil rights 
advocates said. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Kansas said in a news 
release that it has agreed to drop 
a civil lawsuit brought on behalf 
of Bo Dana Rupert in exchange 
for an amended Montgomery 
County plea agreement in a re¬ 
lated criminal case against him. 

Court transcripts show Ru¬ 
pert pleaded no contest in 2017 
to three felony counts of mak- 


THE CENSUS 


$5K 


The amount 
of money 
police said 
two women 
caught smil¬ 
ing on a surveillance video are ac¬ 
cused of stealing from a 75-year-old 
woman. St. Petersburg, Fla., police 
posted their photo on Facebook on Fri¬ 
day, saying they’re wanted for stealing 
the victim’s wallet as she shopped for 
groceries. Police said within 30 min¬ 
utes, the pair purchased $5,000 worth 
of electronics and gift cards with the 
woman’s credit cards. 


ing a criminal threat and three 
misdemeanor counts of filing a 
false report. He was sentenced to 
12 months of probation, and the 
judge accepted a plea agreement 
under which he was banished 
from the state — two apparently 
incongruous terms. 

Rupert left Kansas the next 
day and has never returned, ac¬ 
cording to the ACLU. 

Two weeks after he was sen¬ 
tenced, Montgomery County 
issued an arrest warrant for Ru¬ 
pert stating he had violated the 
terms of his probation by not at¬ 
tending his probation meetings in 
Kansas. 

Boy swarmed with 
cards gets good news 

LOUISVILLE — The 
■ V 1 family of a 10-year-old 
Kentucky boy who received thou¬ 
sands of birthday cards during 
his last bout of chemotherapy has 
given him more great news: His 
cancer is now in remission. 

News outlets reported Carter 
Matthew Willett’s family an¬ 
nounced the news Wednesday 
on a Facebook page document¬ 
ing his illness. His most recent 
round of chemotherapy ended 
days earlier. 

The family’s video was posted 
about a year after Carter was di¬ 
agnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma 
and shows his mother, Kimberly 
Young Willett, sharing the news. 
Carter grins widely in response 
and then hugs his mom. 

The page says Carter had a 
bump on his head since he was 4 
months old, but it started to both¬ 
er him last year. It was removed, 
and the family learned the bump 
had been a cancerous tumor. 

Game wardens rescue 
stranded hunters 

||i| p MILLINOCKET 
I w I b — Two hunters who 
got stuck on the ice are safe after 
Maine Game Wardens used a 
hovercraft to rescue them. 

Officials said Jason Hartley, 42, 
and his nephew. Hunter Cote, 18, 
were trying to cross the Penobscot 
River in Milhnocket on Saturday 
in an aluminum boat and towing 
a canoe. The pair, both from Mil- 
linocket, got stuck in ice that was 
too thin to walk on and too thick to 
break up with the boat. 

Cote made it to shore, but as he 
tried to pull his uncle to shore in 
the canoe, the rope broke, sending 
Hartley down the river, where he 
got stuck in more ice. 

From wire reports 
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Groundbreaking ballet dancer Misty Copeland poses for a portrait in New \brk in November. 

Dancer, cultural sensation Misty Copeland imparts her life lessons 


By Jocelyn Noveck 

Associated Press 

o other ballet dancer has crossed 
over into mainstream popular cul¬ 
ture quite like Misty Copeland. 
That was Copeland at the recent 
American Music Awards, dancing a passion¬ 
ate duet with partner Craig Hall as Taylor 
Swift sat at the piano singing her hit “Lover.” 

She’s also working on a new silent film with 
her production company, focusing on home¬ 
lessness in California. And a Hollywood bi- 
opic is in the early stages. 

Now Copeland, who leaped to fame in 2015 
as the first black female principal dancer at 
American Ballet Theatre, is the latest celeb¬ 
rity to host an online Masterclass, alongside 
Anna Wintour, Aaron Sorkin, Annie Leibovitz, 
Ron Howard, Natalie Portman and others. 

Copeland sat down with The Associated 
Press to talk about the new series and to look 
back at her career, including the time spent 
with one of her favorite mentors: the late rock 
star Prince, whom she credits with teaching 
her to embrace her uniqueness rather than 
worry about blending in. The interview has 
been condensed for length. 

AP: Your class is primarily about ballet 
technique. But what else do you hope to 
teach? 

Copeland: A lot of people don’t typically 
look at ballet dancers as athletes, and we are. 
And so those components, you know, your 
mental health, your confidence, understand¬ 
ing and being able to use your life experi¬ 
ences to be an artist. All of those ... elements 
are just as important as the technique that 
we learn since we were children. You know, 
dancers aren’t just up there twirhng around. 
It looks so effortless, because we work at it 
for so long to make it look that way. But on 
top of it, you have to be an incredible actress. 
You have to have an understanding of adapt¬ 
ing in the moment... you have to be very self- 


aware, present, vulnerable, all these things. 
And so it was just as important for me to 
speak about my hfe, my background, the ob¬ 
stacles that I’ve had. 

Not many people can dance ballet. What’s 
universal about it? 

At the end of the day, we’re all human be¬ 
ings. It’s always been really important for me 
to be extremely open ... I’ve learned more 
about myself and grown, and I think other 
people can benefit. It’s so important, I think, 
especially for young kids to have an under¬ 
standing that they’re not alone in that celeb¬ 
rities and principal dancers receive the same 
type of judgment or criticism. 

Some people think that once you danced 
the lead in “Swan Lake” in 2015 and then 
became a principal, everything was happily 
ever after. 

(Laughs) Once I became a principal danc¬ 
er, a lot of people looked at it like, ‘Oh, OK, 
that’s done. Like we’ve moved, we’ve grown, 
there’s no more racism in ballet or in the 
world.’ We’re SO far from that ... and it’s 
been a tough journey. When the spothght’s on 
you and there’s just so much pressure for you 
to perform at the top every single time you’re 
out there. So I went through a very difficult 
time experiencing the criticism that I got 
(around) “Swan Lake.” 

You tell a story about being dissed online 
at one point for not being able to perform 
the 32 fouette turns in a performance of 
“Swan Lake,” and doing a different step in¬ 
stead. 

Yes, someone filmed it in the theater and 
then posted it on YouTube. I’ve experienced a 
lot of ridiculous hate online. But this was an¬ 
other level... I’ve looked back at that clip of 
that show, and I remember just being devas¬ 
tated. But looking back, I don’t see anything 
wrong with it, you know? That (32 turns) was 
not even the original choreography. I love to 
perform, because it’s teUing a story through 


movements. So whatever it is you’re doing, 
you want the audience to feel it, not just come 
to the theater... and wait for 32 fouettes that 
last like 30 seconds. 

In the class, you have a chapter on Prince, 
one of your most valued mentors. 

When Prince first reached out to me, I just 
didn’t really understand. I was completely 
being trusted to go onstage with him, not 
even knowing what I was going to do. And it 
empowered me in a way that was shocking.... 
He used to say to me, ‘Throw on these golden 
crazy boots.’ And I’m hke, ‘I’m a ballerina!’ 
He’s like, ‘No, you’re a rock star! You’re nev¬ 
er going to be this ideal image of what a balle¬ 
rina is. And that’s amazing. Use your power, 
your uniqueness, and ... if it’s coming from 
an honest place, people are going to love it.’ I 
feel like I grew in leaps and bounds from that 
time we spent together. 

When you started dancing principal roles, 
there were suddenly very diverse crowds 
coming to ABT performances. Do you think 
that will last beyond the “Misty effect”? 

It’s for a bigger purpose. It’s not like, oh, 
just come see Misty and then when she retires 
that goes away. For me, it’s (about) bringing 
in people that have not felt welcomed or ac¬ 
cepted in these spaces. And I know once 
they’re in the door, they’ll fall in love with it. 
It’s introducing the next generation, showing 
them that ballet is still ahve. 

You're only 37, but ballet is for the young. 
What do you see yourself doing 10 years 
from now? 

Oh my God. There’s no way I could tell you, 
even (what I’ll be doing) a year from now. 
Whenever I look back, I’m like, what? How 
did I end up doing all these amazing things? 
How is this happening to this httle peanut 
who was sleeping on the floor of a motel at 
13? Now I’m traveling the world and dancing 
on the most unbelievable iconic stages, and 
just hving this unbehevable dream. 



NBC, union 
investigate 
‘AGT’ report 

Associated Press 

NBC and the guild that repre¬ 
sents television performers said 
they are investigating Gabrielle 
Union’s allegation that she was 
fired as a judge on “America’s Got 
Talent” because she complained 
of racism and other on-set issues. 

The Screen Actors Guild-Amer¬ 
ican Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists issued a statement 
Monday saying it is looking into 
the allegations. 

“We take issues of workplace 
health and safety very serious¬ 
ly.” the guild said in a statement. 
“We immediately reached out 
to Ms. Union’s representatives 
when these reports came to light 
... While we have taken steps to 
investigate this matter, we have 
nothing to report now.” 

The statement said such inves¬ 
tigations and their results are 
usually kept confidential, unless 
the union member making the re¬ 
port wants it made public. 

According to reports, Union, 
who is black, sought action to ad¬ 
dress an environment she said 
allowed racist jokes, comments 
and notes from producers along 
with other troubling behavior, 
including judge-producer Simon 
Cowell’s smoking indoors. 

Eilish, Lizzo among 1st 
winners of Apple awards 

Billie Eilish is the first recipi¬ 
ent of the Apple Music Award for 
global artist of the year, one of 
three honors for the pop singer, 
the company announced Monday. 

Eilish’s “When We All Fall 
Asleep, Where Do We Go?” was 
named album of the year. Eil¬ 
ish and her brother Finneas also 
received songwriter of the year 
honors. Eilish will perform a live- 
streamed concert from the Steve 
Jobs Theater at Apple’s campus 
in Cupertino, Calif, on Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Lizzo was named the break¬ 
through artist of the year. 

Lil Nas X’s “Old Town Road” 
was the company’s pick for song 
of the year. 

Apple said its album and song of 
the year honors were determined 
by streams on its music service. 
Other awards were determined 
by Apple Music’s editorial team. 

‘Marriage Story’ 
dominates Gothams 

Noah Baumbach’s “Marriage 
Story” was the resounding win¬ 
ner at the Gotham Awards, tak¬ 
ing four honors including best 
feature at the annual New York 
awards-season kickoff 

“Marriage Story” also won 
best actor for Adam Driver’s per¬ 
formance, Baumbach’s screen¬ 
play and the Gothams’ audience 
award. Best actress went to Awk- 
wafina for her performance in 
“The Farewell.” 

Netflix took more awards 
than any other studio, thanks to 
“Marriage Story” and the best 
documentary winner “American 
Factory.” 














Page 12 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, December 4,2019 


NATION 


Biden campaign 
receives boost 
in fnndraising 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden took in more than 
$15 million for his White House run over the past 
two months, a sum that shows the former vice presi¬ 
dent’s fundraising operation has rebounded slightly 
after a lackluster summer in which he trailed his 
leading rivals. 

Biden’s campaign would not say exactly how 
much he has raised since the end of September. But 
with roughly one month left before the current pe¬ 
riod ends, campaign manager Greg Schultz said in a 
memo provided to The Associated Press that Biden 
has already surpassed the $15.6 million he raised 
across July, August and September. 

The improvement comes at a costly juncture in 
the Democratic primary, as candidates sprint to get 
their message out and mobilize supporters ahead of 
the first-in-the-nation Iowa caucuses in February. 

Schultz said online fundraising helped fuel the 
increase, which he attributed to discredited at¬ 
tacks that President Donald Trump has made 
against Biden and his son over their past dealings 
in Ukraine. 

Trump has sought to implicate Biden and his 
son. Hunter, in the kind of corruption that has long 
plagued Ukraine. Hunter Biden served on the board 



Charlie Neibergall /AP 


Fundraising for Democratic presidential candidate 
former Vice President Joe Biden, shown 
campaigning Monday in Emmetsburg, Iowa, has 
rebounded some since summer. 

of a Ukrainian gas company at the same time his fa¬ 
ther was leading US. diplomatic dealings with Kyiv 
under President Barack Obama. 

Although the timing raised concerns among anti¬ 
corruption advocates, there has been no evidence of 
wrongdoing by either the former vice president or 
his son. 

“This groundswell of support shows us — and 
Trump, and reporters, and anyone else watching — 
that his whole scheme is backfiring,” Schultz wrote. 

The fundraising uptick, however, doesn’t offer a 
complete picture. A more telling sum at this stage 
of the race would be how much cash Biden has on 
hand. 

The $9 million he reported in the bank at the end 
of September trailed Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth 
Warren and Pete Buttigieg — all of whom reported 
having at least twice that amount. 


Trump campaign withholds 
Bloomberg News credentials 


By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — President 
Donald Trump’s campaign said 
Monday it will no longer give cre¬ 
dentials to Bloomberg News re¬ 
porters to cover campaign events 
because of coverage “biases,” an 
accusation that the news organi¬ 
zation rejects. 

The decision comes a week 
after the news service’s founder, 
billionaire Michael Bloomberg, 
announced he was seeking the 
Democratic nomination for presi¬ 
dent. Bloomberg News, which 
the former New York City mayor 
founded in 1990, said it would not 
investigate him or his Democratic 
rivals but would continue to probe 
the Trump administration as the 
sitting government. 

Trump campaign manager 
Brad Parscale called it a trou¬ 
bling decision to “formalize pref¬ 
erential reporting policies.” He 
said Bloomberg reporters would 
no longer be credentialed to cover 
campaign events until the policy 
is rescinded. 

“As President Trump’s cam¬ 
paign, we are accustomed to 
unfair reporting practices, but 
most news organizations don’t an¬ 


nounce their biases so publicly,” 
Parscale said. 

Bloomberg Editor-in-Chief 
John Micklethwait said the accu¬ 
sation of bias couldn’t be further 
from the truth. 

“We have covered Donald 
Trump fairly and in an unbiased 
way since he became a candidate 
in 2015 and will continue to do so 
despite the restrictions imposed 
by the Trump campaign,” he 
said. 

The Trump campaign’s action 
illustrates the difficult position 
Bloomberg’s candidacy has im¬ 
posed on the news organization. 

By the news organization say¬ 
ing reporters could not investi¬ 
gate Bloomberg or his Democratic 
rivals, some critics have said that 
would prevent the news organiza¬ 
tion from doing in-depth report¬ 
ing on the campaign. Bloomberg 
officials say it’s a position they’ve 
navigated before when he was 
mayor. 

“This is my nightmare come 
true,” said Kathy Kiely, a Uni¬ 
versity of Missouri journalism 
professor who quit as Bloomberg 
political director when he was 
considering a run for the 2016 
presidential nomination. 
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WORLD _ 

N. Korea threatens US 
with 'Christmas gift’ 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea on Tuesday repeated its 
assertions that the Trump admin¬ 
istration is running out of time to 
salvage nuclear negotiations, say¬ 
ing it’s entirely up to the United 
States to choose what “Christmas 
gift” it gets from the North. 

The statement, attributed to a 
senior diplomat, came as North 
Korea continues to dial up pres¬ 
sure on Washington and Seoul 
ahead of leader Kim Jong Un’s 
end-of-year deadline for the US. 
to offer mutually acceptable 
terms for a deal. 

Negotiations have faltered 
since a February summit be¬ 
tween Kim and President Donald 
Trump broke down after the US. 
rejected North Korean demands 
for broad sanctions relief in ex¬ 
change for a partial surrender of 
its nuclear capabilities. 

Working-level talks held in 
Sweden in October broke down 
over what the North Koreans de¬ 
scribed as the Americans’ “old 
stance and attitude.” 

Ri Thae Song, a vice foreign 
minister handling US. affairs, 
accused Washington of repeat¬ 
ing talk offers aimed at buying 
time without offering solutions. 
In comments reported by state 


media, Ri reiterated earlier North 
Korean statements that the coun¬ 
try has no intention to continue 
nuclear diplomacy unless it gets 
something substantial in return. 

“The dialogue touted by the 
US. is, in essence, nothing but a 
foolish trick hatched to keep the 
DPRK bound to dialogue and use 
it in favor of the political situa¬ 
tion and election in the US.,” Ri 
said, referring to North Korea by 
its formal name, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. 

“What is left to be done now is 
the US. option and it is entirely 
up to the U.S. what Christmas gift 
it will select to get,” Ri said. 

Kim has said he would seek a 
“new path” if the U.S. persists 
with sanctions and pressure. The 
North has tested new solid-fuel 
missile systems in recent months, 
which experts say potentially ex¬ 
pands its ability to strike targets 
in South Korea and Japan. It has 
also threatened to lift a self-im¬ 
posed moratorium on nuclear and 
long-range missile tests and re¬ 
sume launches over Japan. 

Kim and Trump exchanged 
crude insults and war threats 
amid North Korean nuclear and 
missile tests in 2017, but both 
leaders have described their rela¬ 
tionship as good since they began 
their nuclear summitry in 2018. 


Iranian TV: ‘Rioters’ 
killed amid protests 


Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates — Iranian state television 
on Tuesday acknowledged secu¬ 
rity forces shot and killed what 
it described as “rioters” in mul¬ 
tiple cities amid recent protests 
over the spike in government-set 
gasoline prices — the first time 
that authorities have offered any 
sort of accounting for the vio¬ 
lence they used to put down the 
demonstrations. 

Amnesty International be¬ 
lieves the unrest and crackdown 
that followed, beginning in mid- 
November, killed at least 208 peo¬ 
ple. An Iranian judiciary official 
disputed the toll as “sheer lies,” 
without offering any evidence to 
support his position. 

Iran shut down internet access 
amid the unrest, blocking those 
inside the country from sharing 
their videos and information. It 
also limited the outside world’s in¬ 
sight into the scale of the protests 
and the violence, though online 
videos have emerged purporting 
to show security forces shooting 
protesters. 

The recent demonstrations 
over gasoline prices — while 
not drawing as many Iranians 
into the streets as the 2009 pro¬ 
tests over the country’s disputed 
presidential election — rapidly 
turned violent, faster than previ¬ 


ous rallies. 

That shows the widespread eco¬ 
nomic discontent gripping Iran 
since May 2018, when President 
Donald Trump imposed crushing 
sanctions after unilaterally with¬ 
drawing from Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers. 

The demonstrations came 
after months of attacks across 
the Mideast that the U.S. blames 
on Tehran. Meanwhile, Iran has 
begun breaking the limits of the 
nuclear deal in hopes of pressur¬ 
ing Europe into finding a way for 
Tehran to sell its crude oil abroad 
despite American sanctions. 

The state TV report alleged 
that some of those killed were 
“rioters who have attacked sen¬ 
sitive or military centers with 
firearms or knives or have taken 
hostages in some areas.” The re¬ 
port described others killed as 
passers-by, security forces and 
peaceful protesters without as¬ 
signing blame for their deaths. 

In one case, the report said 
security forces confronted a sep¬ 
aratist group armed with “semi¬ 
heavy weapons” in the city of 
Mahshahr in Iran’s southwestern 
Khuzestan province. The sur¬ 
rounding oil-rich province’s Arab 
population long has complained 
of discrimination by Iran’s cen¬ 
tral government, and insurgent 
groups have attacked oil pipelines 
in the past there. 
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Banks use spending 
data to offer deals 


By Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — There’s a pow¬ 
erful new player watching what 
you buy so it can tailor product 
offerings for you: the bank behind 
your credit or debit card. 

For years, Google and Facebook 
have been showing ads based on 
your online behavior. Retailers 
from Amazon to Walgreens also 
regularly suction up your transac¬ 
tion history to steer future spend¬ 
ing and hold your loyalty. 

Now banks, too, want to turn 
data they already have on your 
spending habits into extra revenue 
by identifying likely customers for 
retailers. Banks are increasingly 
aware that they could be sitting 
on a gold mine of information that 
can be used to predict — or sway 
— where you spend. Historically, 
such data has been used mostly 
for fraud protection. 

Suppose you were to treat your¬ 
self to lunch on Cyber Monday, the 
busiest online shopping day of the 
year. If you order ahead at Chipo- 
tle — paying, of course, with your 
credit card — you might soon find 
your bank dangling 10% off lunch 
at Little Caesars. The bank would 
earn fees from the pizza joint, 
both for showing the offer and 
processing the payment. 

Wells Fargo began customizing 
retail offers for individual cus¬ 
tomers on Nov. 21, joining Chase, 
Bank of America, PNC, SunTrust 
and a slew of smaller banks. 

Unlike Google or Facebook, 
which try to infer what you’re 
interested in buying based on 
your searches, web visits or likes, 
“banks have the secret weapon in 
that they actually know what we 
spend money on,” said Silvio Tava¬ 


res, of the trade group CardLinx 
Association, whose members help 
broker purchase-related offers. 
“It’s a better predictor of what 
we’re going to spend on.” 

While banks say they’re mov¬ 
ing cautiously and being mindful 
of privacy concerns, it’s not clear 
that consumers are fully aware of 
what their banks are up to. 

Banks know many of our deep¬ 
est, darkest secrets — that series 
of bills paid at a cancer clinic, for 
instance, or that big strip-club tab 
that you thought stayed in Vegas. 
A bank might suspect someone’s 
adulterous affair long before the 
betrayed partner would. 

“Ten years ago, your bank was 
like your psychiatrist or your min¬ 
ister — your bank kept secrets,” 
said Ed Mierzwinski, a consumer 
advocate at the US. Public Inter¬ 
est Research Group. Now, he says, 
“they think they are the same as 
a department store or an online 
merchant.” 

The startup Cardlytics, one of 
the field’s pioneers, runs the offer 
programs for Wells Fargo, Chase 
and other banks. Through these 
partnerships, Cardlytics says it 
gets insights on about $2.8 trillion 
worth of annual consumer spend¬ 
ing worldwide. 

A Cardlytics rival named Augeo 
runs a similar program with other 
banks, which it declined to name. 
American Express has an in- 
house program for its cardhold¬ 
ers. Visa targets offers on Uber’s 
app for credits toward rides and 
food delivery. 

Even though banks only know 
where you’ve shopped — and 
not specifically what you bought 
— they’re often able to make edu¬ 
cated guesses. 

The bank can then infer other 



Jenny Kane/AP 

Chase bank and others earn fees from retailers when they offer 
rewards to customers, like 10% back on purchases from some of 
the retailers shown on this iPhone. 


things you may like. It would have 
a pretty good idea that you’re 
about to travel if you’ve charged 
a flight or hotel stays. HSBC is 
looking into using that data to set 
up automatic alerts so it wouldn’t 
decline your card use as fraudu¬ 
lent when you start charging for 
meals in Kathmandu or Karachi. 

The next step is to make loca¬ 
tion-specific offers, perhaps for a 
car rental, as soon as you land. 

Many of these efforts remain 
in their infancy, and it’s not yet 
clear how well they’ll catch on. 
The Cardlytics programs, for in¬ 
stance, don’t push offers through 
notifications. You have to look 
for them in your banking app or 
website. 

Abeer Bhatia, an executive 
with Chase’s credit card business, 
said commissions barely cover 
operational costs. To Chase, the 
program is more important for 
incentivizing rewards-conscious 
consumers to use its cards. If a 
Chase card gets you an extra 10% 
at Rite Aid, why pull out your Citi 
card? 

As far as these companies are 
concerned, Americans have re¬ 
peatedly demonstrated that they 
value freebies and discounts more 
than intangible privacy concerns. 

But banks often don’t explain 
clearly what they’re doing with 
your data, even though they some¬ 
times share your transactions 


with outside data companies. And 
many banks don’t seek explicit 
consent, instead including these 
programs by reference in general 
agreements for the card or online 
banking. 

Under federal law, banks mere¬ 
ly have to let you withdraw from 
marketing, or opt out. That’s dif¬ 
ficult to do if you’re not aware it’s 
happening. 

And, ultimately, these targeted 
offers could inadvertently encour¬ 
age people to overspend or double 
down on unhealthy habits such as 
fast food. 

“Consumers aren’t aware of 
the subtle nudges apps are giving 
them to buy, buy, buy,” Mierzwin¬ 
ski said. “They are basically dig¬ 
ging deep into your psyche and 
figuring out how to manipulate 
you.” 


MARKET WATCH 


Dec. 2, 2019 

Dow Jones -268.37 

industrials 27,783.04 


Nasdaq 

composite 



8,567.99 


Standard & 
Poor’s 500 



3,113.87 


Russell 

2000 


-16.92 

1,607.58 


France: EU will retaliate 
if US imposes tariffs 

PARIS — France’s finance 
minister is threatening a “strong 
European riposte” if the Trump 
administration follows through on 
a proposal to hit French cheese. 
Champagne, handbags and other 
products with tariffs — of up to 
100 %. 

The US. Trade Representative 
proposed the tariffs on $2.4 billion 
in goods Monday in retaliation for 
a French tax on global tech giants 
including Google, Amazon and 
Facebook. 

The move is likely to increase 
trade tensions between the US. 
and Europe. 


From The Associated Press 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 4).$1.1368 

Dollar buys (Dec. 4).€0.8797 

British pound (Dec. 4).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Dec. 4).107.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 4).1,157.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2997 

Canada (Dollar).1.3307 

China (Yuan) 7 0624 

Denmark (Krone).6.7423 

Egypt (Pound).16.1210 

Euro.$1.1082/0.9024 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8288 

Hungary (Forint).299.18 

Israel (Shekel).3.4833 

Japan (Yen).108.69 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).9.1883 

Philippines (Peso).51.14 

Poland (Zloty) 3 86 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7499 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3654 

South Korea (Won).1,191.72 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9872 

Thailand (Baht).30.27 

Turkey (Lira).5.7506 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 
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MISAPPROPRIATION 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Soup container 

4 Soon-to-be grads 

7 Rescue 

8 Select group 
10 Vegas area 

II Maiden in 
“The Raven” 

13 In art, the area 
between and 
around objects 

16 Yoko from Tokyo 

17 Merge 

18 Drunkard 

19 Curry and 
Landers 

20 Animation frames 

21 YouTube offering 
23 Actress 

Witherspoon 

25 Nada 

26 Lose color 

27 Blackbird 

28 Alpha’s opposite 
30 Small batteries 
33 Good omens 

36 Fighting spirit 

37 Nick of “Cape 
Fear” 

38 Take the wheel 

39 Flock females 


40 Hockey’s Bobby 

41 Squealer 

DOWN 

1 Ship’s freight 

2 Athletic shoe 
brand 

3 God of the sea 

4 Winter weather 

5 Wash off 

6 Desist 

7 British gun 

8 Graceland idol 

9 Obliterates 

10 -cone 

12 Paris school 
14— uncertain 
terms 


15 UFO fliers 

19 Fuss 

20 Bee follower 

21 Snake poison 

22 Van Gogh 
painting 

23 Fury 

24 “Lou Grant” star 

25 Hit with a ray gun 

26 Flu symptom 

28 Playful sea critter 

29 Track athlete 

30 Shoelace tip 

31 Pismires 

32 Compass dir. 

34 “Suffice — 
say ...” 

35 Corn Belt state 
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12-4 CRYPTOQUIP 


OGZT Q’F XLKWQTE UTV 
JHLYI, OGI UF Q XH 
NUV-YZFJZBZV? Q TZZV YH 
KZUBT NZYYZB FHJQTE 
XWQKKX. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT GUY WAS 
APPREHENDED, BUT BECAUSE THE CHARGES 
WERE SOON DROPPED, THE ARREST IS HISTORY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals L 
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OPINION 


Split-second combat decision need not be rash 


By Waitman Wade Beorn 
Special to The Washington Post 

A pril 2003. Just north of Baghdad. 

After sleepless hours rolling 
through the night-vision-green 
landscape of the Iraqi capital, my 
scout platoon received a mission: Help se¬ 
cure the Taji military complex. The other 
platoon leaders and I gathered around the 
hood of the troop commander’s Humvee 
to get our orders and then moved out, our 
Kiowa scout helicopters above us. 

The adrenaline ran high. It was exhila¬ 
rating to crash through the perimeter fence 
and look over as my platoon’s six Bradley 
Cavalry Fighting Vehicles got into forma¬ 
tion and advanced, looking for bad guys. 
The military is perhaps the only profession 
where one can spend an entire career pre¬ 
paring to do the job without ever actually 
doing it. It’s fair to say that most us were 
spoiling for a fight at some level. 

As we moved through the complex, stop¬ 
ping to investigate the massive bunkers, 
mostly empty, I spotted a compact car ca¬ 
reering toward my Bradley. I dropped into 
the turret. My gunner already had the 25 
mm chain gun trained on the vehicle. We 
were both keyed up, and he repeatedly re¬ 
quested permission to fire as the car came 
closer. I felt rushed, but also that I had a 
little more time to decide whether to fire. 
Moments later, the car skidded to a halt, 
most likely having seen the turret tracking 
its every move. Four or five Iraqis poured 
out. My scouts quickly restrained them and 
sent them to the rear to be processed. 

It turned out they were a father and his 
sons cutting through the base with per¬ 
haps the world’s worst timing. I could have 
fired. The rules of engagement at that time 
were permissive. I chose not to. And I do 
not have to carry those deaths with me. 

I mention this experience not to say that 
I was an exceptional leader or morally su¬ 
perior. Most people would probably have 
made the same choice. I mention it be¬ 
cause it was the heat of the moment, with 
adrenaline flowing, and some degree of 
fear. I mention it to suggest that we often 
do have time to make decisions that safe¬ 
guard noncombatant lives. 

This is not the position of President Don¬ 
ald Trump. For him, our military profes¬ 
sionals are simply “killing machines.” In 
a White House news release on Nov. 15, 
Trump said that his recent pardons of 
war criminals were done in part because 
“I want to give them the confidence to 
fight.” He appears to be giving them the 
confidence to commit further war crimes 
because, in his mind, “warfighters” should 
not be handicapped by the laws of war and 
ethics. 

Both on the campaign trail and after 
his election he expressed support for an 
apocryphal story of the murder of prison¬ 
ers of war by Gen. John J. Pershing in the 
early 1900s. For Trump, supporting the 
troops means excusing any aberrant be¬ 
havior as long as it gets the job done. He 
and the war criminals he has helped elude 
justice — Army 1st Lt. Clint Lorance, Navy 
SEAL Eddie Gallagher, Army Mqj. Mat¬ 
thew Golsteyn and Army 1st Lt. Michael 
Behenna — are selling a false narrative 
to the American public that implies these 
men are being second-guessed for difficult 
decisions under fire. 

Coretta Scott King wrote: “Freedom is 
never really won. You earn it and win it in 
every generation.” Americans seem to be 
battling for the soul of our military much 
as we did after the Vietnam War. It’s not 
the first time a president or others have 
argued that the Law of Armed Conflict, or 
LOAC, handcuffs the military for no good 
reason. President Richard Nixon seriously 
considered pardoning William Calley, per¬ 
haps the most infamous of American war 
criminals, for the murder of 22 civilians in 
Vietnam. He did intervene to make Calley’s 
incarceration more comfortable. 


muscle, and 
it only grows 
stronger when 
I exercised. 


Politicians, Republican and Democratic, 
voiced objections to Calley’s conviction in 
terms strikingly similar to those used today. 
Sen. Herman Talmadge, D-Ga., said, “I am 
saddened to think that one could fight for 
his flag and then be court-martialed and 
convicted for apparently carrying out his 
orders.” Sen. Robert Taft, R-Ohio, defend¬ 
ed Nixon’s actions, saying that he “had to 
reassure the public and help restore mo¬ 
rale in the armed forces.” 

Ethical military decision-making is 
under attack again by both Trump and a 
public that remains generally uninformed 
about what ethics under fire actually looks 
like. The idea of restraint and moral choice 
even in war is not a new, liberal invention. 
Some date it as far back as Saint Augustine. 
Even when not codified by statute, conven¬ 
tions regarding how to fight date back over 
a thousand years. The murder of English 
noncombatants and boys in the baggage 
train, as well as Henry V’s order to murder 
all French prisoners, remain controversial 
decisions of the epic 1415 Battle of Agin- 
court. (The United States Supreme Court 
presided over a mock trial of Henry V and 
found him guilty of war crimes.) 

But for the U.S. military, the law of war 
is deadly serious. The branches of service 
publish field manuals on the topic, the 
most recent in August. Military lawyers 
accompany combat units to war to advise 
commanders 

I Ethics is a on the legality 

and ethics of 
their battle¬ 
field decisions. 
In its introduc¬ 
tion, the latest 
manual quotes 
Telford Tay¬ 
lor, an Ameri¬ 
can prosecutor at the Nuremburg Trials: 
“[Ujnless troops are trained and required 
to draw the distinction between military 
and nonmilitary killings, and to retain such 
respect for the value of life that unneces¬ 
sary death and destruction will continue to 
repel them, they may lose the sense of that 
distinction for the rest of their lives.” 

The law of war is based on several criti¬ 
cal concepts, two of which are most rele¬ 
vant to the criminals Trump pardoned or, 
in the case of Gallagher, restored to former 
rank. Proportionality requires that sol¬ 
diers weigh the destructive potential of the 
weapons they use against the potential for 
harm to noncombatants. For example, if a 
sniper can be eliminated by another snip¬ 
er, there is no justification for leveling the 
building. Often, commanders reserve the 
right to approve or deny the use of more 
indiscriminate weapons, such as artillery, 
for precisely this reason. 

The second concept concerns the dis¬ 
tinction between combatants and noncom¬ 
batants. LOAC entitles noncombatants 
(both uninvolved civilians and fighters 
who have surrendered) to a wide range of 
rights. Most important, it prevents them 
from being intentionally targeted (Lo¬ 
rance, convicted of murder) or murdered 
in cold blood (what Behenna was convicted 
of and Gallagher and Golsteyn were ac¬ 
cused of). 

Distinguishing friend from foe was 
certainly easier in past conflicts. Today’s 
forever wars present combat leaders with 
incredibly complex battlefields and diffi¬ 
cult dilemmas. Some in the Trump camp 
argue that because our enemies don’t abide 
by the law of war, we are at a competitive 
disadvantage. However, our military legal 
authorities have already directly addressed 
this issue. The most recent guidance ex¬ 
plicitly states that “DOD policy is to com¬ 
ply with LOAC even when enemy forces 
are engaged in violations of their LOAC 
obligations.” As Taylor noted, we obey the 
law of war in no small part because of what 
it says about the kind of people we are. 

Moreover, it is possible to behave moral¬ 


ly in the heat of the “unforgiving minute.” 
Supporters of the Trump war criminals 
claim men like the SE ALs and others under 
fire cannot weigh the legality and ethics of 
their actions. This is untrue. An example 
comes from the SEALs themselves. 

In Afghanistan in 2005, a small detach¬ 
ment confronted an excruciating choice as 
it went after a high-value target. Civilian 
goatherders stumbled across their posi¬ 
tion. Knowing that if let go, these civilians 
could endanger the mission, the officer in 
charge, Lt. Michael Murphy, determined 
they were noncombatants and could not 
simply be killed. He let them go. An attack 
followed, which resulted in severe Ameri¬ 
can casualties — including Murphy. Yet he 
made the right ethical and legal decision. 
He was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

How? Because he had been trained and 
prepared for that decision. Ethics is a 
muscle, and it only grows stronger when 
exercised. Murphy had a history of selfless 
decision-making and protecting others. 
Our military operates under the concept 
of commander’s intent. We tell leaders and 
subordinates what the overall goal is, so 
if a leader is killed, the plan does not die 
with them; anyone can take command and 
carry on. This applies also to ethical cul¬ 
tures. Leaders like Murphy knew the law 
and the spirit of that law and could use that 
intent to guide their decision-making. 

Abiding by the law of war has ethical and 
pragmatic value. Had Murphy’s men made 
a habit of murdering civilians when they 
made things inconvenient, it is possible 
lone survivor Marcus Luttrell would not 
have been saved by sympathetic locals. 

Trump’s behavior in dismissing and 
insulting ethical behavior sends a clear 
message that these things are not impor¬ 
tant. This could mean that leaders pay less 
attention to the training and practice of 
fighting honorably. 

It is an unpleasant but unavoidable fact 
that killing other human beings, even in 
combat, requires some level of dehuman¬ 
ization. Combat leaders exist in part to 
control that process, to effectively and eth¬ 
ically direct that force against the enemy. 
They exist, contrary to Hollywood depic¬ 
tions, as managers of violence rather than 
its practitioners. 

These war criminals Trump apparently 
wants to campaign with him did not make 
life-or-death decisions in the heat of battle. 
Behenna stripped a freed prisoner naked 
and shot him. Gallagher allegedly stabbed 
a wounded prisoner (a noncombatant) and 
shot civilians in cold blood from a sniper’s 
perch. A Navy jury convicted him of taking 
a photo with the stabbing victim’s corpse. 
Golsteyn marched a captive outside a base, 
shot him in the head and hastily “buried 
his remains in a shallow grave.” 

Lorance was at least on patrol, but he 
ordered his men to fire on three unarmed 
noncombatants on a motorcycle 200 yards 
from their position with no ability to ac¬ 
tually come near them. He then ordered 
his soldiers to shoot any children who ap¬ 
proached the bodies. His own soldiers 
called his actions “straight murder.” 

A German soldier in World War II wrote 
home before his death that “I have known, 
up to now, no unspoilt men, but only such 
who have forgotten their natures and those 
who have won their natures back, or are in 
the process of winning them back.” 

We have not lost our way as the Weh- 
rmacht did, but we still need to fight to 
win our natures back. If we do not, then, as 
Sen. Jacob Javits, R-N.Y, lamented on the 
floor of the Senate in the wake of Nixon’s 
intervention for Calley, “we have changed 
as a people during the course of this trag¬ 
ic war even more disastrously than I had 
imagined.” 

Waitman Wade Beorn, a combat veFeran of Iraq, 

is a Holocaust and genocide studies historian and 
author of “Marching Into Darkness: The Wehrmacht 
and the Holocaust in Belarus.” He is a graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
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College football 


Schedule 

Friday’s game 

FAR WEST 

Pac-12 Championship: Oregon (10-2) 
vs. Utah (11-1) at Santa Clara, Calif. 

Saturday, Dec. 7 
SOUTH 

Sun Belt Championship: Louisiana-La- 

fayette (10-2) at Appalacnii .. 

Conference USA Chan 
(9-3) at FAU (9-3) 

American Athletic Championship: Cin¬ 
cinnati (10-2) at Memphis Ql-l) 

SEC Championship: LSU (12-0) vs. 
Georgia (11-1) at Atianta 

SWAC Championship: Southern (8-4) 
at Alcorn St. (8-3) 

ACC Championship: Clemson (12-0) 
vs. Virginia (9-3) at Chariotte, N.C. 

MIDWEST 

Mid-American Championship: Miami 
(Ohio) (7-5) vs. Centrai Michigan (8-4) at 
Detroit 

Big Ten Championship: Ohio State (12- 
0) vs. Wisconsin (10-2) at Indianapoiis 

SOUTHWEST 

Big 12 Championship: Bayior (11-1) vs. 
Okiahoma (11-1) at Arlington, Texas 

FAR WEST 

Mountain West Championship: Hawaii 
(9-4) at Boise state (11-1) 

NCAA FCS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 30 

Monmouth (NJ) 44, Holy Cross 27 
Albany (NY) 42, Central Connecticut 
state 14 

Illinois state 24, Southeast Missouri 
state 6 

Northern Iowa 17, San Diego 3 
Austin Peay 42, Furman 6 
Kennesaw State 28, Wofford 21 
Nicholls 24, North Dakotas 
Southeastern Louisiana 45, Villanova 44 

Second Round 
Saturday’s games 

Monmouth (NJ) (11-2) at James Madi¬ 
son (11-1) 

Northern Iowa (9-4) at South Dakota 
state (8-4) 

Kennesaw State (11-2) at Weber State 
(9-3) 

Albany (NY) (9-4) at Montana State 
(9-3) 

Southeastern Louisiana (8-4) at Mon¬ 
tana (9-3) 

Illinois state (9-4) at Central Arkansas 
(9-3) 

Nicholls (9-4) at North Dakota State 
(12-0) 

Austin Peay (10-3) at Sacramento 
state (9-3) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 30 

Notre Dame (Ohio) 20, Kutztown 17 
Slippery Rock 51, Shepherd 30 
West Florida 38, Valdosta State 35 
Ferris State 37, Central Missouri 10 
Northwest Missouri State 63, Linden- 
wood (Mo.) 7 

Minnesota State 35, Colorado St.- 
Pueblo 7 

Texas A&M-Commerce 23, Colorado 
School of Mines 3 

Lenoir-Rhyne 49, Carson-Newman 21 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday’s games 

Notre Dame (Ohio) (12-1) at Slippery 
Rock (12-0) 

West Florida (10-2) at Lenoir-Rhyne 
(13-0) 

Northwest Missouri State (12-1) at 
Ferris State (11-0) 

Texas A&M-Commerce (11-2) at Min¬ 
nesota state (12-0) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 30 

Salisbury 62, Union (N.Y.) 41 
Muhlenberg 42, Brockport 0 
Delaware Valley 45, Wesley 10 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 42, Huntingdon 6 
WIsconsIn-WhItewater 41, Wartburg 28 
Wheaton 49, Central (Iowa) 13 
Saint John's (Minn.) 55, Chapman 26 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday’s games 

Muhlenberg (12-0) at Salisbury (11-0) 
North Central (III.) (11-1) at Delaware 
Valley (11-1) 

Wisconsin-Whitewater (11-1) at Mary 
Hardin-Baylor (12-0) 

Saint John’s (Minn.) (11-1) at Wheaton 
(III.) (12-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Nov. 30 

Morningside 51, Saint Xavier 0 
Lindsey Wilson 35, Kansas Wesleyan 24 
Grand View 14, Coll, of Idaho 6 
Marian (Ind.) 30, Cumberlands 0 

Semifinals 
Saturday’s games 

Lindsey Wilson (12-0) at Marian (Ind.) 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Grand View (13-0) at Morningside (12-0) 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes In parentheses, records 
through Dec. 1, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Louisville (48) 7-0 1,599 2 

2. Kansas (3) 6-1 1,497 4 

3. Maryland 8-0 1,446 5 

4. Michigan (9) 7-0 1,429 - 

5. Virginia (5) 7-0 1,424 7 

6. Ohio St. 7-0 1,244 10 

7. North Carolina 6-1 1,162 6 

8. Kentucky 6-1 1,096 9 

9. Gonzaga 8-1 1,095 8 

10. Duke 7-1 1,083 1 

11. Michigan St. 5-2 964 3 

12. Arizona 9-0 875 14 

13. Oregon 6-2 785 11 

14. Auburn 7-0 698 18 

15. Memphis 6-1 652 16 

16. SetonHall 6-2 629 13 

17. Florida St. 7-1 562 - 

18. Baylor 5-1 466 19 

19. Dayton 5-1 386 - 

20. Colorado 6-0 371 21 

21. Tennessee 6-1 331 17 

22. Washington 5-1 222 23 

23. Villanova 5-2 192 22 

24. Butler 7-0 165 - 

25. Utah St. 7-1 112 15 

Others receiving votes: Florida 111, 

Xavier 91, San Diego St. 89, Saint Mary’s 
(Cal) 86, Oklahoma St. 85, Texas Tech 43, 
West Virginia 28, Purdue 24, DePaul 18, 
Arkansas 17, Indiana 13, Penn St. 9, Ste¬ 
phen F Austin 7, Oklahoma 6, Liberty 5, 
Notre Dame 2, Richmond 2, VCU 2, SMU 
1, Delaware 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch at Worcester St., ppd. 

Bates 82, Johnson & Wales (Rl) 74 
Bloomsburg 96, Cheyney 50 
Bryant 60, Navy 45 
Coblesklll at Delhi, ppd. 

DeSales at Montclair St., ppd. 
Delaware 84, Columbia 76 
Geneseo St. at SUNY-Canton, ppd. 
Gwynedd-Mercy 72, Goucher 51 
Mansfield at Mercy, ppd. 
Mass.-Dartmouth 94, Bridgewater 
(Mass.) 84 

Mount St. Mary (NY) at Hartwick, ppd. 
New England 95, Maine Maritime 79 
Queens (NY) at East Stroudsburg, ppd. 

St. Lawrence 83, Oswego St. 82 
Stony Brook 65, Manhattan 47 
Virginia Union 71, Bluefield St. 67 
Wilson at Cente^an^(NJ), ppd. 

Ala.-Huntsville 80, Trevecca Nazarene 60 
Benedict 87, LeMoyne-Owen 74 
Claflin 60, Winston-Salem 53 
Clark Atlanta 74, Lane 71 
Columbus St. 86, West Georgia 81 
Delta St. 87, Blue Mountain 83 
Elon 70, Kennesaw St. 46 
Emmanuel (Ga.) 88, Georgia College 77 
Ga. Southwestern 89, Fort Valley St. 62 
Hofstra 64, Canisius 57 
Holy Cross 81, Mercer 67 
Liberty 87, Trinity 
Marymount 67, C_ 

Miles 70, Paine 62 
Morehouse 98, Spring Hill 88 
Nicholls 120, Campbellsville 69 
North Florida 93, High Point 70 
South Florida 65, Furman 55 
St. Bonaventure 71, FAU 64 
Tennessee Tech 86, Reinhardt 47 
Tuskegee 68, Albany (Ga.) 53 
U jC 89, San Diego 


un., 03, sail Luegu oj 

Virginia St. 113, Shaw 82 
Wofford 77, NC Central 59 
Young Harris 91, Pfeiffer 82 


Black Hills St. 91, Dakota St. 53 
Kansas St. 76, Florida A&M 58 
Martin Luther at Concordia (Moor.), ppd. 
Miami 81, Illinois 79 
Minn. Duluth 95, St. Cloud St. 74 
Minnesota 78, Clemson 60 
N. Iowa 110, Luther 51 

SOUTHWEST 

NW Oklahoma St. 81, Randall 76 
North Texas 77, Texas-Arlington 66 
Northeastern St. 100, SW Christian 74 
Stephen F. Austin 114, Arlington Bap¬ 
tist 49 

FAR WEST 

Hawaii-Hilo 82, Azusa Pacific 79 
Washington 75, South Dakota 55 

Men’s schedule 

Wednesday’s games 
EAST 

Penn at Villanova 
Princeton at Drexel 
Akron at Marshall 
Maine at Northeastern 
South Carolina at UMass 
Loyola (Md.) at Delaware St. 

Lenigh at St. Francis (Pa.) 

Maine Maritime Academy at New 
Hampshire 

Sacred Heart at Mass.-Lowell 

Merrimack at Brown 

Iona at UConn 

Colgate at Binghamton 

Boston U. at George Washington 

VMI at Duquesne 

NJITat Army 

Notre Dame at Maryland 

Yale at Albany (NY) 

Wake Forest at Penn St. 

SOUTH 

Kennesaw St. at UNC-Greensboro 
Canisius at FAU 
lUPUl at Morehead St. 

Greensboro at Coastal Carolina 
James Madison at Radford 
Florida A&M at Tennessee 
Longwood at NC A&T 
Towson at Morgan St. 

ETSU at The Citadel 
NC Central at Georgia 
Florida Gulf Coast at FlU 


Nebraska at Georgia Tech 
Tulane at Southern Miss. 

Millsaps at Louisiana-Monroe 
Paul Quinn College at Grambling St. 
North Alabama at Troy 
Wisconsin at NC State 
Ohio St. at North Carolina 
MIDWEST 
Rio Grande at Ohio 
W. Illinois at Evansville 
E. Illinois at Fort Wayne 
Toledo at Cleveland St. 

Robert Morris at Youngstown St. 
Green Bay at Xavier 
Virginia at Purdue 
Norfolk St. at S. Illinois 
UMKC at Iowa St. 

Texas Tech at DePaul 
Chicago St. at SlU-Edwardsville 
Jacksonville at Marquette 
SOUTHWEST 
Texas State at Houston 
Ark.-Pine Bluff at Tulsa 
Georgetown at Oklahoma St. 

FAR WEST 
UC Davis at N. Arizona 
BYU at Utah 

Texas Southern at Gonzaga 

Weber St. at Utah Valley 

Santa Clara at Nevada 

Northern New Mexico at N. Colorado 

Air Force at Wyoming 

San Diego St. at Colorado St. 

Boise St. at New Mexico 
UNLV at Fresno St. 

CS Northridge at Portland 
Loyola Marymount at Colorado 
Cal St.-Fullerton at Pacific 
UC Riverside at California Baptist 
Washington St. at Idaho 
E. Washington at Washington 
California at San Francisco 
Utah St. at San Jose St. 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes In parentheses, 
records through Dec. 1, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Stanford (23) 8-0 740 3 

2. Louisville (5) 8-0 708 8 

3. Oregon 6-1 662 1 

4. UConn (2) 6-0 657 4 

5. Oregon St. 7-0 623 7 

6. South Carolina 8-1 609 5 

7. Baylor 7-1 597 2 

8. Florida St. 7-0 517 12 

9. Maryland 7-1 507 9 

10. Mississippi St. 8-1 472 10 

11. UCLA 7-0 430 11 

12. Texas A&M 5-1 429 6 

13. NC State 8-0 397 12 

14. Indiana 6-1 368 17 

15. Kentucky 7-0 367 14 

16. DePaul 6-1 291 16 

17. Tennessee 7-0 230 20 

18. Gonzaga 6-1 218 22 

19. Michigan St. 6-1 184 15 

20. Arizona 7-0 182 24 

21. Miami 5-2 144 19 

22. Missouri St. 7-1 101 - 

23. Arkansas 7-1 94 25 

24. Michigan 6-1 42 — 

25. LSU 7-1 41 - 

Others receiving votes: Syracuse 29, 

Florida Gulf Coast 28, South Dakota 27, 
West Virginia 24, Minnesota 10, Notre 
Dame 5, North Carolina 5, Rutgers 3, 
Northwestern 3, Purdue 2, Colorado 1, 
Creighton 1, TCU 1, Drake 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Alfred St. at Utica, ppd. 

Becker at St. Joseph Conn., ppd. 
Chatham 70, Penn St.-Allegheny 60 
Cleveland St. 57, Delaware St. 49 
Cobleskill at Delhi, ppd. 

Cortland St. at Hamilton, ppd. 

Franklin & Marshall 74, Bryn Mawr 24 


riaiiiMin at iviarsnaii ih, Diyii ividw 

Juniata 93, Penn St.-Schuylkill 44 
Mars Hill 73, Bluefield St. 55 
Mass.-Lowell 55, Bryant 35 
NJ City at Baruch, ppd. 

Penn 74, Hartford 46 
RPI at Smith, ppd. 

Regis (Mass.) 69, Wentworth 49 
Ricnard Stockton at Delaware Valley, 
ppd. 

Shepherd 62, Alderson-Broaddus 61 
St. John Fisher at Union (NY), ppd. 
Stevens Tech at Montclair St., ppd. 
Wilson at Centenary (NJ), ppd. 
Worcester St. at Wellesley, ppd. 
SOUTH 

Benedict 66, LeMoyne-Owen 57 
Christendom 57, Trinity (DC) 53 
Claflin 60, Winston-Salem 53 
Clark Atlanta 81, Lane 75 
Davidson 73, High Point 63 
Louisiana-Lafayette 62, Xavier (NO) 49 
Marymount 71, Hood 55 
NC A&T 75, St. Augustine’s 44 
Paine 67, Miles 60 

Piedmont International 80, Meredith 64 
Savannah St. 69, Central St. (Ohio) 65 
Tuskegee 67, Albany (Ga.) 60 
UNC Asheville 89, Montreat 45 
Union (Tenn.) 119, Fisk 51 
Virginia St. 62, Shaw 47 
Warren Wilson 76, Brevard 66 
West Alabama 100, Tougaloo 48 
William Carey 73, Spring Hill 54 
Young Harris 93, Shorter 59 
MIDWEST 

Minn. Duluth 71, St. Cloud St. 59 
Wilmington (Ohio) 82, Earlham 68 

SOUTHWEST 

Henderson St. 84, Midwestern St. 73 
Lamar 90, LeTourneau 38 
Louisiana Tech 43, UALR 38 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 86, Monmouth (NJ) 34 
Azusa Pacific 81, Hawaii-Hilo 57 
CS Bakersfield 80, NC Central 71 
Colo.-Colo. Springs 74, N. New Mexico 62 
Portland St. 70, UC Irvine 61 
Utah St. 61, Dixie St. 52 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Acquired LHP 
Easton Lucas from Miami Marlins for INF 
Jonathan Vlllar. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Traded C Sandy 
Leon to Cleveland for RHP Adenys Bau¬ 
tista. Declined to tender 2020 contracts 
to INF Marco Hernandez and LHP Josh 
Osich. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Agreed to 
terms with C James McCann on a one- 
year contract. Declined to tender 2020 
contracts to RHP Ryan Burr, LHP Caleb 
Frare and INF Yolmer Sanchez. Released 
RHP Thyago Vieira. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Agreed to 
terms with C Sandy Leon and UTL An¬ 
drew Velazques on a one-year contract. 
Declined to tender 2020 contracts to RHP 
James Hoyt and C Kevin Plawecki. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Joe Biagini on a one-year con¬ 
tract. Declined to tender 2020 contract to 
RHP Aaron Sanchez. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Mike Montgomery on a 
one-year contract. Declined to tender 
2020 contracts to SS Humberto Arteaga, 
3B Cheslor Cuthbert, SS Erick Mejia and 
RHP Jesse Hahn. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Declined 
to tender a 2020 contracts to C Kevan 
Smith. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with INF Ehire Adrianza and RHP Matt 
Wisler on one-year contracts. Declined 
to tender 2020 contracts to IB C.J. Cron 
and RHP Trevor Hildenberger. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Acquired C 
Austin Allen and a player to be named 
from San Diego for 2B Jurickson Profar. 
Agreed to terms with LHP T.J. McFarland 
on a one-year contract. Declined to ten¬ 
der 2020 contracts to LHP Ryan Buchter, 
RHP Blake Treinen and C Josh Phegley. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Declined to ten¬ 
der 2020 contracts to INF Tim Beckham 
and OF Domingo Santana. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Announced RHP 
Nick Goody accepted his assignment to 
the club and was placed on the major 
league roster. Claimed RHP Jimmy Herget 
off waivers from Cincinnati. Designated 
LHP Jeffrey Springs for assignment. De¬ 
clined to tender 2020 contracts to RHP 
Ian GIbaul and RHP Wei-Chleh Huang. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Anthony Bass on a one- 
year contract. Agreed to terms with 2B 
Andy Burns, OF Patrick Kivlehan and 
RHPs Phillippe Aumont, A.J. Cole and 
Justin Miller on minor league contracts. 
Declined to tender 2020 contracts to C 
Luke Maile, RHP Derek Law and RHP Ja¬ 
son Adam. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Declined 
to tender 2020 contracts to OF Steven 
Souza Jr., RHP Taijuan Walker and C Ca¬ 
leb Joesph. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Declined to tender 
2020 contracts to INF/OF Charlie Culber¬ 
son, C John Ryan Murphy and OF Rafael 
Ortega. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Jharel Cotton on a one-year 
contract. Declined to tender 2020 con¬ 
tracts to INF Addison Russell and LHP 
Danny Hultzen. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with OF Travis Jankowski on a one-year 
contract. Declined to tender 2020 con¬ 
tracts to RHP Kevin Gausman, IF/OF Jose 
Peraza and RHP Jimmy Herget. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Declined to 
tender 2020 contract to RHP Wes Par- 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Agreed 
to terms with C Austin Barnes and LHP 
Scott Alexander on one-year contracts. 
Declined to tender 2020 contract to RHP 
Yimi Garcia. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Claimed IB Jesus 
Aguilar off waivers from Tampa Bay. Des¬ 
ignated RHP Tayron Guerrero and INF J.T. 
Riddle for assignment, then declined to 
tender 2020 contract to INF J.T. Riddle. 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Nov. 30-Dec. 4 — Major League Base¬ 
ball Players Association executive board 
meeting, Miami. 

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2020 contracts to unsigned players on 
their 40-man rosters. 

Dec. 8 — Hall of Fame Modern Baseball 
committee vote announced, San Diego. 

Dec. 9-12 — Winter meetings, San Di- 

Jan. 10 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 21 — Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America Hall of Fame voting re¬ 
sults announced. 

Feb. 3-21 — Salary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, Phoenix. 

Feb. 4-6 — Owners meetings, Orlando, 
Florida. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 16 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 21 — Mandatory 

March 26 — Opening day, 
ters reduced to 26 players. 

April 28-30 - New York Mets vs. Miami 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June TBA — Amateur draft. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with OF Ben Gamel and SS Orlan¬ 
do Arcia on one-year contracts. Declined 
to tender 2020 contracts to LHP Alex 
Claudio, RHP Junior Guerra, RHP Jimmy 
Nelson, INF Tyler Saladino and 3b Travis 
Shaw. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Declined 
to tender 2020 contract to C Elias Diaz. 
Agreed to terms with SS Erik Gonzalez 
on a one-year contract. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Claimed 
RHP Trevor Kelley off waivers from Bos¬ 
ton. Agreed to terms with C Andrew 
Knapp on a one-year contract. Declined 
to tender 2020 contracts to 2B Cesar Her¬ 
nandez and 3B Maikel Franco. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Agreed to terms 
with 2B Jurickson Profar and INF Greg 
Garcia on one-year contracts. Declined 
to tender 2020 contracts to RHP Pedro 
Avila and RHP Miguel Diaz. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Agreed 
to terms with OF Alex Dickerson, LHP 
Wandy Peralta and IF Donovan Solano on 
one-year contracts. Declined to tender 
2020 contracts to LHP Tyler Anderson, 
RHP Rico Garcia, OF Kevin Pilird and OF 
Joey Rickard. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with INF Wllmer Dlfo and RHP 
Hunter Strickland on one-year contracts. 
Agreed to terms with LHP Roenis Ellas, 
SS Trea Turner, RHP Joe Ross and OF Mi¬ 
chael A. Taylor on one-year contracts. 
Declined to tender 2020 contracts to RHP 
Javy Guerra and RHP Koda Glover. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released CB 
Tramaine Brock Sr. and RB Zach Zenner. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed OL John 
Wetzel. Activated Matt Bosher from IR. 
Assigned OL Chris Lindstrom to the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

DETROIT LIONS - Placed TE T.J. Hock- 
enson on IR. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Released CB 
Tremon Smith. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed CB Eric 
Rowe to a contract extension through 
the 2022 season. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Placed LB Ben 
Gedeon on IR. Signed WR Alexander Hol¬ 
lins from the practice squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Claimed 
DL Albert Huggins off waivers from Phil¬ 
adelphia. Released K Kai Forbath. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Activated LB 
Marquel Lee. Waived WR Trevor Davis. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled G Antho¬ 
ny Stolarz from San Diego (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Reassigned G 
Filip Larsson from Grand Rapids (AHL) to 
Toledo (ECHL). 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Signed F 
Stefan Noesen to a two-way contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Acquired D Brooks 
Lennon from Real Salt Lake in exchange 
for $150,000 in General Allocation Mon¬ 
ey and $150,000 in Targeted Allocation 
Money. 

FC DALLAS - Traded F Dominique 
Badji to Nashville SC for $150,000 in 2020 
General Allocation Money and $175,000 
in 2020 Targeted Allocation Money. 

COLLEGE 

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE - Fined 
Auburn $250,000 after fans stormed the 
football field celebrating a 48-45 win 
over Alabama on Nov. 30. 

NORTH TEXAS - Fired defensive coor¬ 
dinator Troy Reffett and offensive 
dinator Bodie Reeder. 

OLD DOMINION - Announced the res 
ignation of football coach Bobby Wilder. 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Announced se 
nior QB Jake Bentley is leaving the pro 
gram and will transfer. 

UNLV — Named Lauren Jordan i 
tant swimming coach. 

WASHINGTON — Announced the resig¬ 
nation of football coach Chris Petersen. 
Promoted defensive coordinator Jimmy 
Lake to head football coach. 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams In 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Dec. 1 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Minnesota State (44)12-1-1 994 1 

2. Cornell (6) " " " 

3. North Dakota 

4. Denver 

5. Clarkson 

6. Penn State 

7. Ohio State 

8. Northeastern 

9. Notre Dame 




date. 


9-0-0 947 2 

12-1-2 889 3 

9-3-2 826 4 

10- 3-1 758 6 

11- 4-0 656 7 

9-4-1 620 11 

10-4-2 528 12 

_ 8-4-2 527 5 

10. Boston College 9-4-0 522 14 

11. Massachusetts 9-4-1 491 10 

12. Harvard 6-1-0 488 9 

13. Bowling Green 10-5-0 478 16 

14. Minnesota Duluth 7-6-1 429 8 

15. Providence 8-4-3 388 13 

16. UMass Lowell 9-3-4 375 15 

17. Western Michigan 7-5-2 200 17 

18. Omaha 6-4-2 128 18 

19. Wisconsin 7-8-1 41 19 

20. Arizona State 7-4-1 39 - 

Others receiving votes: Maine 27, 

Quinnipiac 21, Northern Michigan 20, 
Michigan State 19, Army 17, Sacred Heart 
14, Alaska 12, Bemidji State 12, Michigan 
Tech 10, Dartmouth 7, RIT 7, New Hamp¬ 
shire 6, Robert Morris 3, Minnesota 1. 
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MLB _ 

Three former All-Stars become free agents 



Nick Wass/AP 


All-Star third baseman Mike Moustakas signed a $64 million, four- 
year contract with the Cincinnati Reds on Monday. 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Former All- 
Stars Blake Treinen, Aaron San¬ 
chez and Addison Russell were 
among 56 players who became 
free agents along with current 
Gold Glove second baseman Yol- 
mer Sanchez when their teams 
declined to offer 2020 contracts 
Monday rather than make them 
eligible for salary arbitration. 

Baltimore, faced with a similar 
decision, traded second baseman 
Jonathan Villar to Miami, which 
claimed first baseman Jesus 
Aguilar off waivers from Tampa 
Bay. 

One big-name free agent found 
a home: All-Star infielder Mike 
Moustakas and the Cincinnati 
Reds agreed to a $64 million, 
four-year contract, a person fa¬ 
miliar with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press. The person 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the agreement had not 
been announced. 

For the second straight offsea¬ 
son, the Reds are making a splash 
as they try to shake themselves 
out of a rut of six straight losing 
seasons. Their first move involves 
getting a player from NL Central 
rival Milwaukee. The 31-year-old 
Moustakas could fill a hole at sec¬ 


ond base that opened when Scoot¬ 
er Gennett got hurt and then was 
traded last season. 

Cincinnati scored the fourth- 
fewest runs in the NL despite one 
of the league’s most hitter-friend¬ 
ly ballparks. Bulking up on of¬ 
fense, stabilizing the outfield and 
overhauling the bullpen are the 
Reds’ priorities in the offseason. 

Ahead of the deadline to offer 
2020 contracts to unsigned play¬ 
ers on 40-man rosters, San Diego 


obtained second baseman Ju- 
rickson Profar from Oakland for 
catching prospect Austin Allen, 
then agreed to a $5.7 million, one- 
year contract. Cleveland acquired 
catcher Sandy Leon from Boston 
for minor league right-hander 
Adenys Bautista and agreed to a 
$2 million deal. 

About two dozen players 
agreed to contracts, and the total 
of players eligible for arbitration 
dropped from about 230 at the 


start of the day to approximately 
165. 

Seattle chose not to offer a con¬ 
tract to infielder Tim Beckham, 
who has 32 games remaining on 
a drug suspension, and San Fran¬ 
cisco let go of outfielder Kevin 
Pillar. 

Milwaukee was the most ac¬ 
tive team in cutting its budget 
for arbitration-eligible players, 
allowing a quintet to go free: left¬ 
hander Alex Claudio, right-hand¬ 
ers Junior Guerra and Jimmy 
Nelson, infielder Tyler Saladino 
and third baseman Travis Shaw. 
The Brewers also agreed to a $2.2 
million, one-year deal with short¬ 
stop Orlando Arcia and a $1.4 
million, one-year contract with 
outfielder Ben Gamel, whose deal 
includes a $2.55 million team op¬ 
tion for 2021. 

After starting the day with 10 
arbitration-eligible players, the 
Brewers finished with three: 
right-hander Corey Knebel and 
lefties Josh Hader and Brent 
Suter. 

Baltimore jettisoned its top 
player in Villar in exchange for 
minor league pitcher Easton 
Lucas. Villar played in all 162 
games this year and led the 108- 
loss Orioles with 176 hits, five tri¬ 
ples and 40 stolen bases. He likely 
will command a salary of about 


$10 million in arbitration. 

Russell, a 2016 All-Star, was 
banned for 40 games last offsea¬ 
son under Mqjor League Base¬ 
ball’s domestic violence policy 
after a series of allegations made 
by ex-wife Melisa Reidy. The 25- 
year-old returned to the Chicago 
Cubs in May and batted a career- 
low .237 with nine homers, 23 
RBIs and a .699 OPS. 

Treinen, a 31-year-old right¬ 
hander, had a 4.91 ERA for Oak¬ 
land this year, up from 0.78 ERA 
in his All-Star season of 2018. 
Treinen was expected to com¬ 
mand roughly $7.5 million in 
arbitration. 

Sanchez, a 27-year-old right¬ 
hander, was an All-Star for To¬ 
ronto in 2016 and was dealt to 
Houston on July 31. He went 2-0 
in four starts and 18% innings, 
including the first six innings of 
a combined no-hitter against Se¬ 
attle in his Astros debut. But the 
team said on Sept. 5 that he need¬ 
ed shoulder surgery. 

Among others cut loose were 
Philadelphia third baseman Mai- 
kel Franco and second baseman 
Cesar Hernandez, Arizona out¬ 
fielder Steven Souza Jr., and Min¬ 
nesota first baseman C. J. Cron. 

AP sports writer David Ginsb'urg and 

AP freelance writer Andrew Wagner 
contributed to this report. 
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12 Noon US Central Time, Every Thursday 

Log in every week during the 2019 NFL Season and make your picks for the winners of the upcoming NFL games. 
Earn points for every winning team you pick and at the end of the season, you may find yourself the winner.* 


There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nf1.stripes.com. 
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NHL 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask, left, congratulates Jaroslav Halak after a victory. Managing top 
goaltenders’ schedules is the NHL’s version of load management, and Rask and Halak are prime 
examples. They helped Boston reach the final last season, when Rask started 46 regular-season games. 


Teams limit goalies’ load with 
an eye toward playoff success 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

arc-Andre Fleury plays when he’s told. 
How much he plays has changed. 

A decade ago, Fleury started 61 out 
of 82 games before backstopping Pitts¬ 
burgh to the Stanley Cup. He started 58 and 34 times 
on the Penguins’ 2016 and 2017 Cup runs splitting 
time with Matt Murray, then made 46 starts for 
Vegas and led the expansion Golden Knights to the 
final. 

“As a player, I love being in there. I love playing 
the game,” Fleury said. “It’s tough to find like the 
perfect amount of games. Nowadays, I feel like we’re 
hearing more than ever how we’re going to manage 
two goalies and stuff” 

Consider it hockey’s version of “load management” 
that’s gained popularity in basketball. Don’t expect 
NHL teams to handpick games throughout the sea¬ 
son to rest star players — except top goaltenders who 
are getting more nights off while 
their backups share the net with 
an eye toward playoff success. 

Each of the past five Cup-win¬ 
ning goalies started fewer than 60 
games in the regular season, along 
with three of the past five runners 
up. The days of Martin Brodeur 
starting 78 games are gone — only 
three goalies have 70-plus starts 
over the past five seasons — and 
teams think year-round about how 
to best prepare to play deep into 
June. 

“The trend is definitely going 
the way that you split the net 
more,” said Boston goaltender Tu¬ 
ukka Rask, who carried the Bruins to Game 7 of the 
final last year after starting 46 times in the regular 
season. “It’s a tough thing because if your starter 
makes $8-9 million, you want him to play. But then 
you want to win the Cup, so you’ve got to think of it 
like, well, if this guy plays 70 games, is he going to 
play 25 in the playoffs at the same level? Versus OK, 
we’re playing him 45,50 really good games and then 
we got the other guy and the A guy’s going to play 25 
really good (playoff games).” 

Rask and Jaroslav Halak, Washington’s Braden 
Holtby and Philipp Grubauer in 2018 and Pitts¬ 
burgh’s Murray and Fleury the previous two years 
are prime examples. Jordan Binnington didn’t make 
his first NHL start until January, and he was fresh to 
help the St. Louis Blues win the Cup last season. 

It’s a delicate balance of having enough salary 
cap space to employ two capable goalies with play¬ 
ing time, plotting out the schedule for maximum rest 
benefits and making the playoffs. 

“It’s a collaborative discussion that all teams have,” 


Vegas general manager Kelly McCrimmon said. 
“What we’re doing is trying to win hockey games 
during the regular season, trying to keep both of our 
goalies sharp and trying to have all our players at the 
top of their game come playoffs.” 

The New York Islanders have alternated Thomas 
Greiss and Semyon Varlamov for their first 24 games 
and allow the fourth-fewest goals in the league. Ana¬ 
heim’s coaching staff pencils in both John Gibson or 
Ryan Miller for all 82 games and revisits incremen¬ 
tally to adjust for injuries and workloads. 

“It has very little to do with games,” Ducks coach 
Dallas Eakins said. “It has more to do with how 
much work. We had a game earlier this year where 
we were overwhelmed in the game against Vegas. I 
think they put up 50 shots, and we were in our zone 
the whole time. That went down as one game for 
John, but he really played two, so that’s kind of how 
we look at it.” 

Miller previously preferred to skip a game with a 
couple days off on each end for a mental break. He 
sees so many teams splitting back-to-backs and un¬ 
derstands it but also thinks battling some old-school 
fatigue can be good for a goaltender. 

“I don’t think there’s a strict recipe,” said Miller, 
whose career high was 74 starts in 2007-08 with 
Buffalo. “I think some adversity is good to keep your 
mentality in the right place. It’s not going to be a 
cake walk and then playoffs hit and it’s like [you’re] 
dialed in. You’ve got to go through some stuff and 
work through it and battle through the harder situa¬ 
tions so that’s just your mindset every night.” 

NHL goalies believe modern games are more dif¬ 
ficult with higher shot totals than past decades. 

“Nowadays there’s a lot more work for a goalie: 
a lot less hooking and holding up for the D-men, so 
there’s a lot more chances or a lot more in-zone time 
that you’re actually working,” said Philadelphia’s 
Brian Elliott, who’s part of a tandem with Carter 
Hart. “Even if you’re maybe not getting shots, you’re 
looking through screens, you’re doing a lot of work.” 

Some goalies are going to play more than oth¬ 
ers; Florida’s $10 million man, Sergei Bobrovsky, or 
Montreal’s Carey Price, the highest-paid goalie in 
the league, could start 60 or more. 

“We’d love to have (Price) in every game, but it’s 
not realistic,” Canadiens coach Claude Julien said. 
“We give him some days off of practices because 
that’s not quite as important as him in games.” 

The most important thing, of course, is the play¬ 
offs. It’s tough for starters who want to play all the 
time, but the proof is in the names on the Stanley 
Cup that splitting the net works. 

“Everybody wants to play,” Rask said. “The older 
you get, I think it becomes a little easier to realize 
that it’s not about me. I’m resting for the team.” 

And resting with the hope that shouldering less of 
a load now makes a goalie more likely to raise a tro¬ 
phy over his shoulders at the end of the season. 
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Allen, Schenn 
keep Blues rolling 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — No Stanley Cup 
slump for St. Louis so far. 

The Blues just keep rolling 
along. 

Jake Allen made 38 saves, 
Brayden Schenn scored his team¬ 
leading 14th goal and St. Louis 
beat the short-handed Chicago 
Blackhawks 4-0 on Monday night 
for its fourth consecutive victory. 

“Sometimes it might be boring 
hockey, but that’s the way we play 
and that’s the way we won last 
year and are continuing to have 
success,” Allen said. 

Jaden Schwartz, Tyler Bozak 
and Mackenzie MacEachern 
also scored for the Blues, who 
improved to 13-3-3 since star for¬ 
ward Vladimir Tarasenko was 
sidelined by a left shoulder injury 
that required surgery. 

So much for that champion¬ 
ship hangover. The Blues (18-5- 
6) show no signs of slowing down 
coming off the franchise’s first 
Stanley Cup title. 

“We’re a hard-working team,” 
coach Craig Berube said. “We 
play good defense, play a North- 
South game. That’s our identity 
and it works.” 

It was Allen’s first shutout of 
the season and No. 20 for his ca¬ 
reer, matching Jaroslav Halak for 
second on the franchise list. Brian 
Elliott leads the way with 25. 

“Hopefully a few more to come 
in the future,” said Allen, who 
serves as the backup for Jordan 
Binnington. “But it’s a credit to 
not just me but a lot of the boys 
in front of me doing a lot of hard 
work.” 

Chicago lost for the sixth time 
in seven games since a four-game 
winning streak. 

Islanders 4, Red Wings 1: Jor¬ 
dan Eberle scored two goals and 
Semyon Varlamov made 30 saves 
as visiting New York handed De¬ 
troit its 10th straight defeat. 

Anders Lee and Anthony Beau- 
villier also scored for the Island¬ 
ers, who were outshot 31-25 but 
never trailed. 

Golden Knights 4, Rangers 

1: Alex Tuch scored twice in the 
first four minutes and visiting 
Vegas went on to a win over New 
York. 

Reilly Smith and Max Pa- 
cioretty also scored to help the 
Golden Knights get their first 
three-game winning streak of the 
season. Malcolm Subban stopped 
29 shots as Vegas improved to 5- 
2-1 after a season-high five-game 
skid (0-4-1). 

Subban got the start while 
Marc-Andre Fleury is away from 
the team following his father’s 
death. 

Brendan Lemieux scored and 
Henrik Lundqvist finished with 
28 saves for the Rangers, who 
were 4-0-1 in their previous five 
games. 

The Rangers went O-for-6 on 
the power play against a Vegas 


team that came in tied for fifth in 
penalty-killing. 

Sabres 7, Devils 1: Jack Eichel 
had a goal and two assists, and 
host Buffalo used a five-goal first 
period to beat New Jersey. 

Eichel scored 2:46 into the 
game, and Conor Sheary scored 
twice during the first 20 minutes. 
Jeff Skinner and Rasmus Asplund 
also had goals in the first. 

Ducks 4, Kings 2: Derek Grant 
scored two goals, Ryan Miller 
made 34 saves and host Ana¬ 
heim beat Los Angeles in the first 
Freeway Faceoff rivalry game of 
the season. 

Jakob Silfverberg scored his 
team-leading 10th goal as the 
Ducks won for just the third time 
in 13 games. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 
Florida 
Buffalo 
Toronto 
Montreal 
Tampa Bay 
Ottawa 
Detroit 

Washington 
N.Y. Islanders 
Philadelphia 
Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Rangers 
Columbus 
New Jersey 


5 31 ! 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts 

27 19 3 ■ ‘ 

26 13 8 

28 13 10 

28 13 11 

27 11 10 

24 12 9 

27 11 15 


3 27 I 


85 83 
93 92 
89 96 


30 7 20 3 17 ( 


27 15 7 

27 16 10 

27 14 9 

26 13 10 

26 11 11 


3 104 83 
8 75 59 
5 85 78 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 
Colorado 
Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Edmonton 
Arizona 
Vegas 
San Jose 
Vancouver 

Los Angeles 


42 90 75 

34 97 75 

33 77 76 

33 75 68 

28 87 85 

. 28 79 86 

5 25 74 85 


_ 91 84 

34 78 67 
32 87 82 
31 82 91 
30 92 84 
30 73 86 
28 75 84 
24 72 93 
e point 


29 18 

26 16 _ 

27 16 10 

28 15 10 

26 12 10 
27 12 11 

27 10 12 . 

Pacific Division 

29 17 9 - 

28 15 9 

29 14 11 

28 15 12 

28 13 11 

29 13 12 

■■ 12 12 

. 28 11 15 

Note: Two points for a '___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Vegas 4, N.Y. Rangers 1 
Buffalo 7, New Jersey 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Detroit 1 
St. Louis 4, Chicago 0 
Anaheim 4, Los Angeles 2 
Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal 
Carolina at Boston 
Minnesota at Florida 
Arizona at Columbus 
Vegas at New Jersey 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay at Nashville 
Dallas at Winnipeg 
Ottawa at Vancouver 
Washington at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Colorado at Toronto 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
Ottawa at Edmonton 
Washington at Los Angeles 
Thursday’s games 
Arizona at Philadelphia 
Vegas at N.Y. Islanders 
N.Y. Rangers at Columbus 
Chicago at Boston 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Colorado at Montreal 
San Jose at Carolina 
Winnipeg at Dallas 
Buffalo at Calgary 

Friday’s games 
Chicago at New Jersey 
Montreal at N.Y. Rangers 
Arizona at Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Washington at Anaheim 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Two players out 
at Georgetown 

Hoyas coach Ewing says Akinjo, LeBlanc 
are off basketball team for rest of season 



Ken Lambert, The Seattle Times/AP 


Washington forward Isaiah Stewart, right, drives against South Dakota’s Stanley Umude during the 
second half on Monday in Seattie. 

Huskies prepare for Gonzaga 
by shutting down South Dakota 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Georgetown 
sophomores James Akinjo and 
Josh LeBlanc will not play for the 
basketball team for the rest of the 
season. 

Coach Patrick Ewing an¬ 
nounced Monday the two are off 
the roster “effective immediate¬ 
ly.” The written statement did not 
say why Akinjo and LeBlanc are 
gone from the Hoyas, who are off 
to a 4-3 start. 

Without offering specifics on 
what led to either player’s depar¬ 
ture, a university spokesperson 
issued another statement hours 
later, saying: “Georgetown takes 
student conduct issues very seri¬ 
ously and ensures that they are 
investigated thoroughly. While 
we are not able to comment on 
specific cases, we have processes 
for investigating and adjudicat¬ 
ing alleged violations of our stu¬ 
dent code that are fair to both 
parties.” 

Washington’s Metropolitan 
Police Department provided 
two incident reports, dating to 
September and centering on 
the same property in northwest 
Washington. They don’t identify 
either player by name. According 
to the reports, the victim charges 
one of the suspects with “showing 
her his erect clothed penis.” 

A week later on Sept 16, three 
male suspects entered the prop¬ 
erty and took several items, in¬ 
cluding a camera and camera lens 
and two PlayStation controllers, 
according to one of the reports. 
When subsequently contacted by 
video call, the suspect threatened 
the victim, allegedly saying “If 
you tell anyone, we’ll send people 
after you.” 

Akinjo, Georgetown’s start¬ 
ing point guard, and LeBlanc, a 
front-court reserve, were two of 


Ewing’s top players, both among 
the top five scorers this season. 
They were a key part of a group 
the third-year coach hoped 
would help lead the school back 
to the NCAA Tournament for the 
first time since the 2014-15 sea¬ 
son, when it made it under John 
Thompson III. 

Akinjo was the 2018-19 fresh¬ 
man of the year in the Big East 
Conference, averaging 13.4 points 
and 5.2 assists, while making 
39.1% of his three-point attempts. 
He started 32 of Georgetown’s 
33 games and appeared in all of 
them. 

Ewing said before this season 
he considered Akinjo and an¬ 
other sophomore, Mac McClung, 
one of the best backcourts in the 
country. 

Akinjo was averaging 13.4 
points and 4.4 assists this sea¬ 
son for Georgetown, which has 
lost two straight games head¬ 
ing into a road trip — Oklahoma 
State on Wednesday and SMU on 
Saturday. 

LeBlanc was averaging 7.2 
points and 2.7 rebounds this 
season. He appeared in only six 
games because he was suspended 
for the team’s opener. 

As a freshman, LeBlanc start¬ 
ed the last 22 games and aver¬ 
aged 9.1 points and 7.3 rebounds, 
earning a spot on the Big East all¬ 
freshman team. 

Georgetown opened this season 
4-1, including an 82-66 victory 
over then-No. 22 Texas at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden. But Ewing’s 
team then lost 81-73 to then-No. 
1 Duke in New York and 65-61 at 
home against UNC Greensboro 
last Saturday. 

Georgetown won the 1984 na¬ 
tional championship with Ewing 
at center. The team last reached 
the Final Four in 2007. 

Ass6~crated N-ess wnfer A'shfafTChalTr ' 

contributed to this report. 


By Chris Talbott 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Things are about 
to get serious for No. 22 Wash¬ 
ington. Coach Mike Hopkins isn’t 
sure his Huskies are ready. 

Washington beat South Dakota 
77-55 on Monday night in what 
was ultimately a fairly easy game. 

After the game, Hopkins ap¬ 
peared tired. The kind of tired 
when you know No. 9 Gonzaga is 
coming to town on Sunday and you 
have one warmup game this week 
to get ready. 

“I think as coaches you’re not as 
optimistic as you’d like to be at this 
time of year,” Hopkins said. “But I 
think the one thing I learned over 
time as an assistant for years is 
every coach is complaining about 
their team this time of year. That’s 
why you play the preseason. You 
wish you could be perfect, but 
we’re not. You’ve just got to get 
better.” 

The Huskies (6-1) took a step in 
that direction as their highly tout¬ 
ed freshmen led the way again. 

Jaden McDaniels scored 20 
points and Isaiah Stewart added 
16 points and 15 rebounds. The 
Huskies won their fourth straight 
game by defending the three- 
point line against the nation’s top 
long-distance shooting team, hold¬ 
ing the Coyotes to just 17.4% from 
behind the arc. 

South Dakota entered the game 
hitting 47.4% of its threes and 
featured college basketball’s best 
three-point shooter, Tyler Hage- 
dorn. The Coyotes hit just four of 
23 and the Huskies held Hage- 
dorn, who had hit 18 of 24 threes 
coming in, without a three on five 
attempts. South Dakota has lost 
three of four. 


Washington held South Dakota 
scoreless for stretches of more 
than three minutes three times 
in the first half The longest was 
5:55 and helped the Huskies put 
together a 13-2 run late in the first 
half 

McDaniels started the run with 
a three and a turnaround jumper 
from the baseline, part of a run of 
10 consecutive points for the fresh¬ 
man forward. He added a floater 
on a drive and a 17-foot jumper to 
end the run and put Washington 
up 32-23 at the break. 

McDaniels’ 15 points in the first 
half had a lot to do with that lead, 
and so did the Huskies’ defense. 
They held the nation’s top three- 
point shooting team to 3-for-13 
(23.1’%) from behind the arc in 
the first half and 27.3% (9-for-33) 
overall. 

Washington extended the run 
into the second half, scoring 
seven straight points to start the 
period, building a 39-23 lead on a 
pass from McDaniels to Stewart 
through traffic for a dunk on the 
fast break. 

Stewart also played an impor¬ 
tant role on defense, directing his 
teammates to shooters while de¬ 
fending the paint in the low post. 

“I have the eyes back there so I 
try to talk to my brothers out there, 
let them know when the shooter’s 
coming through, who’s in the high 
post,” Stewart said. 

Stanley Umude led South Da¬ 
kota with 17 points, Cody Kelly 
scored 11 and Hagedorn had 10. 

The Coyotes cut the Huskies’ 
lead to four multiple times mid¬ 
way through the second half But 
Stewart slammed home his own 
miss to make it 58-52 with 5:23 
left and Washington pulled away 


from there, finishing the game on 
a 19-3 run. 

Jamal Bey added 14 for the 
Huskies and Nahziah Carter had 
12 points and nine rebounds. 

“I thought there were some re¬ 
ally good points, but I also thought 
there were some frustrating 
points,” Hopkins said. “Getting the 
lead, then a couple bad shots, then 
breaking down defensively, we al¬ 
lowed (South Dakota comebacks) 
to happen. Then when the game 
started getting closer it looked like 
we lost our poise a little bit. That’s 
what you get with youth.” 

Dominant D 

No member of the Coyotes 
shot better than 50 percent in 
the team’s most difficult shoot¬ 
ing game of the season. Hagedorn 
and Umude, picked as the Sum¬ 
mit League’s preseason player 
of the year, missed 26 of their 37 
combined shots and 10 of their 11 
threes. The team made just one of 
10 three-point attempts the sec¬ 
ond half 

“Defending the three-point shot 
is really, really important in col¬ 
lege basketball,” Hopkins said. 
“It’s important for us. It’s what 
we stress every day. It hasn’t been 
great so far, but tonight it was 
pretty good.” 

Big picture 

Washington: South Dakota of¬ 
fered the Huskies something of a 
challenge, forcing them to defend 
the three and the paint. Troubling 
that Washington failed to domi¬ 
nate the smaller Coyotes early in 
the game. We’ll see just how far 
the Huskies have come when No. 9 
Gonzaga comes to town Sunday. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


Georgetown guard James Akinjo, right, drives against Duke's Vernon 
Carey Jr. in the 2K Empire Classic. Georgetown announced Monday 
that Akinjo wiil not play for the rest of the season. 
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Aaron Lavinsky, Star Tribune/AP 


Wisconsin running back Jonathan Taylor kisses Paul Bunyan’s Axe 
after the team’s victory over Minnesota on Saturday. 


Wisconsin used bye 
to rally to title game 


By Keith Jenkins 
Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin 
needed a break. 

After starting the season 6-0, 
posting four shutouts and out- 
scoring their opponents by a 
combined 255-29, the Badgers 
suffered a stunning 24-23 defeat 
at Illinois and a lopsided 38-7 loss 
at then-No. 3 Ohio State. 

It was time to regroup. 

“After that game, that was 
back-to-back losses, followed by 
a bye,” coach Paul Chryst said. 
“So I think there was also that 
time to catch your breath for us 
as coaches — and even as players 
— to take a look at ‘OK, what have 
you been? Who have you been?... 
What are the things we’re doing 
well?’” 

Wisconsin (10-2, 7-2 Big Ten, 
No. 12 College Football Playoff) 
rallied for four straight victories 
after the bye to accomplish its 
goal of winning the Big Ten West 
Division. 

“We took that bye week where 
it was a big mental break,” AP 
midseason All-America center 
Tyler Biadasz said. “It’s just that 
break where you can really sit 
down and really focus on what 
you did those first six games and 
what do you need to get better at 
and what’s going to be your main 
focus going through... to give this 
team a better advantage. I think 
we all stepped up in a big way and 
I think all 11 guys, offensively 
specifically, and all three phases, 
we’ve done a better job of elimi¬ 
nating penalties, eliminating 
false starts compared to the first 
six games.” 

In the process, the lOth-ranked 
Badgers also reclaimed Paul Bu- 
nyan’s Axe from Minnesota. Last 
season’s 37-15 loss snapped Wis¬ 
consin’s 14-game winning streak 
against its rival. 

“I think what I’m most proud 
of was the response to all, kind of 
that self-analysis,” Chryst said. 
“And then I appreciate the way 
they, you know, to get to where 
you want to finish this season 
and maximize this season, it was 



Wisconsin (10-2) 
vs. Ohio State (12-0) 

AFN-Atlantic 
2 a.m. Sunday GET 
10 a.m. Sunday JKT 


going to be not even just one game 
at a time but one day at a time, 
and I thought they did a good job 
of doing that.” 

The Badgers now await a re¬ 
match with the second-ranked 
Buckeyes (12-0, 9-0, No. 1 in 
CFP) in the Big Ten champion¬ 
ship game in Indianapolis on Sat¬ 
urday. J.K. Dobbins rushed for 
163 yards and two touchdowns 
against Wisconsin earlier this 
season, and Chase Young was 
nearly impossible to block with 
four sacks. Wisconsin’s Jonathan 
Taylor had only 52 yards rushing 
against the Buckeyes after aver¬ 
aging almost 137 per game com¬ 
ing in. 

“They definitely haven’t gotten 
worse. That’s for sure,” outside 
linebacker Zack Baun said of Ohio 
State. “I think we’ve continued to 
grow as well. But playing a team 
two times in one season is such a 
special opportunity. You get to go 
back and watch what you did per¬ 
sonally. It’s different than watch¬ 
ing film from other teams. And 
then you get to reevaluate what 
they’ve done since we’ve played 
them.” 

The senior defensive tandem of 
Baun and inside linebacker Chris 
Orr has combined for 23 sacks 
this season. They will look to con¬ 
tain Justin Fields as Ohio State 
seeks its third straight Big Ten 
championship. 

“For us to leave as champions, 
that would mean more to me, 
more so than saying, ‘Oh, you 
stopped Ohio State,”’ Orr said. 
“To leave as a champion — that 
would mean the world to me.” 


Washington's Petersen 
steps down after six years 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Chris Petersen 
has always worked according to 
his own schedule. 

During eight seasons as the 
head coach at Boise State he 
brought the Broncos into the elite 
of college football, never in a rush 
to land the next big job despite 
being courted constantly by high¬ 
er-profile schools. 

When he finally decided to 
jump to Washington in 2013, Pe¬ 
tersen realized he needed a new 
challenge and Boise State needed 
a new voice in charge. 

And now after six seasons lead¬ 
ing the Huskies, 14 overall as a 
head coach and more than 30 
years in coaching, Petersen has 
decided it’s time to step away. 

“I’ll be a Husky for life, but 
now is the right time for me to 
step away from my head coaching 
duties, and recharge,” Petersen 
said. 

Petersen unexpectedly re¬ 
signed at Washington on Monday, 
a shocking announcement with 
the Huskies coming off a 7-5 reg¬ 
ular season and bound for a sixth 
straight bowl game under his 
leadership. Petersen will coach 
the Huskies in the bowl game, his 
final game in charge of the pro¬ 
gram he helped grow back into 
national prominence. 

Then Washington will be 
turned over to defensive coordi¬ 
nator Jimmy Lake, who is being 
promoted and tasked with con¬ 
tinuing the Huskies’ run of suc¬ 
cess over the past six seasons. 

There will be no coaching 
search. Simply a succession plan 
that’s seemed to be in place for 
several years while Lake was 
being sought for other jobs around 
the country. 

The surprise is the timing. 

The school said Petersen, 55, 
will move into a “leadership ad¬ 
visory role” within the athletic 


department. Petersen has been 
one of college football’s most suc¬ 
cessful coaches over the last two 
decades, going 146-38 combined 
during his time at Boise State and 
Washington. With the Huskies, 
Petersen has a 54-26 record, won 
two Pac-12 titles and took Wash¬ 
ington to three New Year’s Six 
bowl games, including an appear¬ 
ance in the national semifinals 
in 2016 and last year the school’s 
first Rose Bowl trip since the 
2000 season. 

Petersen was also unbeaten 
against rival Washington State. 

“It has been a privilege and a 
professional dream fulfilled to 
be part of this world-class in¬ 
stitution,” Petersen said. “I will 
forever be grateful, honored and 
humbled to have had the opportu¬ 
nity to coach our fine young men 
on Montlake for these past six sea¬ 
sons. I thank each of them, as well 
as our coaches and administra¬ 
tive staff for the incredible com¬ 
mitment they’ve made to Husky 
football during my tenure.” 

Petersen was finally persuaded 
to leave Boise State in 2013 after 
growing the Broncos into a na¬ 
tional powerhouse. He was Wash¬ 
ington’s chosen successor to Steve 
Sarkisian, drawn to the school by 
the history of the program and 
the opportunity to test himself on 
a bigger stage — while not leav¬ 
ing the comfort of a region where 
he had spent most of his profes¬ 
sional career. 

Within three seasons, Petersen 
had Washington playing Alabama 
in the Peach Bowl for the right to 
play for the national title. While 
the Huskies fell short that day, it 
was a m^or accomplishment for 
a program that less than a decade 
earlier had gone through an 0-12 
season. 

Washington was expected to be 
a contender in the Pac-12 again 
this year, but struggles to replace 
several key players on defense 
and an inconsistent offense led 


to a subpar campaign. The Hus¬ 
kies’ 31-13 win over Washington 
State last Friday turned out to be 
Petersen’s last home game. 

“Chris has been transforma¬ 
tional for not only our football 
program, but our entire athletic 
department,” athletic director 
Jen Cohen said. “It has been such 
a privilege to watch how he has 
been so committed to the devel¬ 
opment of our young men, not just 
on the field, but more importantly 
off I can’t thank him enough for 
his service and leadership, and I 
look forward to having him stay 
on staff in a leadership advisory 
role, so he can continue to impact 
individuals across our depart¬ 
ment and the entire campus.” 

Petersen, Lake and Cohen were 
scheduled to speak at a news con¬ 
ference Tuesday. 

Lake, 42, has turned down sev¬ 
eral other coaching opportunities 
in recent years and has seemed to 
be the hand-picked replacement 
for Petersen. Along with veteran 
defensive coach Pete Kwiatkows- 
ki, the duo have been the archi¬ 
tects for a Washington defense 
that’s been among the best in the 
country in recent years and devel¬ 
oped a long list of NFL draftees. 

Lake’s contract covers five 
seasons and starts at $3 million, 
escalating to $3.4 million for the 
2024 season, according to a mem¬ 
orandum of understanding from 
the school. 

“I’ve been dreaming of this 
opportunity for as long as I can 
remember and I can’t think of a 
better place to do it than in the 
world-class city of Seattle and 
at such a prestigious university 
with a rich football tradition,” 
Lake said. “This wouldn’t be pos¬ 
sible without the mentorship of 
Coach Petersen and I would like 
to thank him for everything he 
has done for me, as well as Jen 
Cohen for entrusting me with this 
opportunity.” 



Stephen Brashear/AP 

Washington Governor Jay Inslee hands Washington head coach Chris Petersen the Apple Cup after the 
Huskies beat Washington State on Friday. Petersen unexpectedly resigned at Washin^on on Monday. 
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New role for Kerr: He gets to teach 

By Tim Reynolds 


Steve Kerr is teaching. And learning. 

That is his silver lining from this 
season. 

After five consecutive years of being No. 
1 in the Western Conference — and end¬ 
ing up as NBA champions in three of those 
seasons — the Warriors are at the bottom 
of the league. Everyone knows why: Kevin 
Durant left, Stephen Curry got hurt, Klay 
Thompson got hurt, DAngelo Russell got 
hurt, Andre Iguodala got traded, Shaun 
Livingston retired, DeMarcus Cousins left 
... it goes on and on. 

“You can’t have worse luck than they’ve 
had,” Orlando coach Steve Clifford said. 

But to Kerr’s credit, the Warriors are des¬ 
perate to make the best of their situation. 

This will be a losing season for Kerr, his 
first in more than a quarter-century. He 
was a winner almost every year as a play¬ 
er, a winner in each of his three seasons as 
an executive in Phoenix, a huge winner in 
his first five seasons as coach. He won five 
titles as a player, three more as a coach. 
And next year — with Curry back, Thomp¬ 
son back, a top-five lottery pick likely, plus 


new faces that the Warriors will be able to 
add when some money frees up — he could 
be a title contender again. 

What he’s going through this year will 
make him ready for next year and beyond. 

“I think I’ve learned how to be a bet¬ 
ter coach, honestly,” Kerr said. “I haven’t 
had to coach a situation like this and it’s a 
good reminder that every circumstance is 
different, every year is different. The last 
five years, we’ve been a championship con¬ 
tender, so it meant that I had to manage the 
team through the season, prepare for the 
playoffs and try to get guys rest when we 
could. This is much more about teaching 
and developing young players.” 

Kerr lost 15 games in his first regular 
season with the Warriors, 15 more in his 
third season. The Warriors won the NBA 
title in each of those years. 

This season, they’ve already passed that 
15-loss mark — with about 75% of the sea¬ 
son left to play. Golden State wasn’t plan¬ 
ning to push the reset button this season 
but found itself with no choice. 

“It’s the way of life in pro sports, unless 
you’re the Patriots,” Miami coach Erik 
Spoelstra said. “Everybody else, you have 
to, at some point, recalibrate, retool and 


reinvent, get back at it — which they will. 
Even right now, even though they’ve been 
decimated by injuries, the tenets and stan¬ 
dards that they have had, you can see those 
habits being built.” 

Spoelstra and the Heat beat Golden State 
last week. After the game, Spoelstra — who 
knows a thing or two about seeing a peren¬ 
nial title contender head in a different di¬ 
rection, after Miami was forced to rebuild 
things once LeBron James left in 2014 and 
Chris Bosh’s career came to a premature 
end a couple years later because of blood 
clots — pulled Kerr aside and offered some 
words of encouragement. 

“I’ve admired Steve just because he’s 
been around winning teams basically his 
entire career as a player, as an executive 
and as a head coach,” Spoelstra said. “It’s 
extremely hard to do what they did, even 
with talent. It’s really hard to accumulate 
that talent but then to get the talent to play 
together the way they did, it was exqui¬ 
site basketball that changed the league in 
many ways.” 

The basketball isn’t exquisite right now. 

But when the Warriors are truly back, 
Kerr will be even better prepared for what¬ 
ever challenges they face. 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Warriors forward Draymond Green, left, 
talks with head coach Steve Kerr during 
a game last Friday. After years atop the 
NBA, Golden State finds itself at the 
bottom of the league 

“I’m lucky. I’ve got a great staff,” Kerr 
said. “Mike Brown and Ron Adams have 
really helped me this year because they’ve 
both been through this before, coaching 
really young teams that have struggled. 
And I’m learning a lot myself It’s a good 
dynamic for my own career, to go through 
this and to feel it.” 
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Giannis makes quick work of Knicks 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Giannis Antetokounmpo 
needed only 14 minutes on the court to re¬ 
cord another double-double, finishing with 
29 points and 15 rebounds as the Milwaukee 
Bucks won their 12th straight game in a 132- 
88 rout of the New York Knicks on Monday 
night. 

The Bucks (18-3) led by as many as 47 and 
cruised behind Antetokounmpo, who pulled 
down his 10th rebound with 4:43 left in the 
second quarter for his NBA-leading 20th 
double-double. 

The reigning MVP shot lO-for-14 from 
the field, including 3-for-4 from three-point 
range, while playing 22 minutes. He exited 
with nearly five minutes left in the third quar¬ 
ter and the Bucks ahead 93-54. 

“I watch and listen to him lead his guys,” 
Knicks coach David Fizdale said. “He’s just 
impressive. The league is in good hands, I 
know that, when you’ve got a guy like that at 
the top.” 

Milwaukee’s winning streak is the longest 
in the NBA this season and the franchise’s 
longest since the 1981-82 season. The Bucks 
own the league’s best record, ahead of the Los 
Angeles Lakers (17-3). 

“I think everybody shows up every day and 
they’re hungry,” Antetokounmpo said. “No¬ 
body relaxes. We show up and do our job. We 
smile; we’re having fun about it and it’s nice. 
Usually teams tend to relax, but we don’t do 
that.” 

The Knicks (4-17) posed little challenge as 
they shot just 4-for-24 in the first period and 
trailed 33-15 after one. 

D.J. Wilson added a career-high 19 points, 
Khris Middleton had 16 and George Hill 14 
for the Bucks, who improved to 9-1 at home. 

The only Antetokounmpo playing in the 
fourth quarter was Giannis’ older brother 
Thanasis, who drew cheers from the crowd 
when he slipped in for a layup early in the pe¬ 
riod. Thanasis Antetokounmpo finished with 
10 points and three assists. 

“It was good for us to get everybody out 
on the court, have some other guys not play 
heavy minutes,” Bucks coach Mike Budenhol- 
zer said. 



Jeffrey Phelps/AP 


The Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo, left, 
shoots against the Knicks during the 
second half on Monday in Milwaukee. 
Antetokounmpo had his NBA-leading 20th 
double-double and needed just 14 minutes 
of playing time to do it. 

Julius Randle paced New York with 19 
points and Damyean Dotson had 15. The 
Knicks shot 30.8% from the field (28-for-91) 
and made 25.6% of their three-point tries 
(lO-for-39). 

Hawks 104, Warriors 79: Trae Young 
scored 24 points, rookie De’Andre Hunter 
added 18 and host Atlanta snapped a 10-game 
losing streak with a win over Golden State in 


a matchup of teams with the worst records in 
the NBA. 

The Warriors (4-18) finished with a season 
low in points. 

Golden State dressed just nine players, 
even with center Kevon Looney returning to 
action after missing 19 games with a nerve 
condition. 

76ers 103, Jazz 94: Tobias Harris scored 
26 points and Philadelphia beat Utah for its 
eighth win in nine games and 10th straight at 
home. 

Rudy Gobert scored 27 points for the Jazz, 
who trailed by 40 points to Toronto a night 
earlier and faced an 18-point deficit against 
Philadelphia at the break. 

Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid had another off 
night, scoring 16 points on 5-for-13 shooting. 

Suns 109, Hornets 104: Kelly Oubre Jr. 
scored 23 points, including two clutch three- 
pointers in the final minute that lifted visiting 
Phoenix over Charlotte. 

Devin Booker added 23 points for the Suns, 
who snapped a three-game skid. 

The Suns led by 20 at the break, but squan¬ 
dered that lead and trailed by five in the final 
minute. That’s when Oubre knocked down 
back-to-back threes to put the Suns ahead 
with 19.8 seconds left. 

Pacers 117, Grizzlies 104: Malcolm 
Brogdon scored 19 points, Domantas Sabonis 
added 18 and visiting Indiana beat depleted 
Memphis. 

Seven players scored in double figures for 
the balanced Pacers, including Myles Turner 
with 17 points. Jeremy Lamb and Justin Holi¬ 
day had 15 apiece. 

The Grizzlies were short-handed as five 
players — all key parts of the rotation — sat 
out with various ailments. 

Bulls 113, Kings 106: Zach LaVine scored 
28 points and made four free throws in the final 
11 seconds, and visiting Chicago overcame a 
sloppy fourth quarter to beat Sacramento. 

Lauri Markkanen had 20 points and seven 
rebounds, Wendell Carter added 10 points and 
10 rebounds, and Tomas Satoransky scored 14 
points as Chicago snapped a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Buddy Hield finished with 26 points for 
Sacramento. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 


Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 


Miami 
Orlando 
Charlotte 
Washington 
Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Southeast Division 


Centrai Division 


13 .350 10'/2 

14 .333 11 

14 .263 12 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Dallas 13 6 .684 - 

Houston 13 6 .684 - 

San Antonio 7 14 .333 7 

Memphis 6 14 .300 7'/2 

New Orleans 6 14 .300 7'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 13 4 .765 - 

Utah 12 9 .571 3 

Minnesota 10 9 .526 4 

Oklahoma City 8 11 .421 6 

Portland 8 12 .400 6'/2 

Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 17 3 .850 - 

L.A. Clippers 15 6 .714 2'/2 

Phoenix 9 10 .474 7'/2 

Sacramento 8 11 .421 8'/2 

Golden State 4 18 .182 14 

Sunday’s games 
Miami 109, Brooklyn 106 
Boston 113, New York 104 
Memphis 115, Minnesota 107 
Dallas 114, L.A. Lakers 100 
Detroit 132, San Antonio 98 
Oklahoma City 107, New Orleans 104 
Orlando 100, Golden State 96 
Toronto 130, Utah 110 
L.A. Clippers 150, Washington 125 
Monday’s games 
Philadelphia 103, Utah 94 
Phoenix 109, Charlotte 104 
Atlanta 104, Golden State 79 
Indiana 117, Memphis 104 
Milwaukee 132, New York 88 
Chicago 113, Sacramento 106 
Tuesday’s games 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Orlando at Washington 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Miami at Toronto 
Houston at San Antonio 
L.A. Lakers at Denver 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games 
Golden State at Charlotte 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Phoenix at Orlando 
Brooklyn at Atlanta 
Miami at Boston 
Indiana at Oklahoma City 
Memphis at Chicago 
Minnesota at Dallas 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 
Sacramento at Portland 

Thursday’s games 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Denver at New York 
Houston at Toronto 
Phoenix at New Orleans 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


East 
W L T 

New England 10 2 0 
Buffalo 9 3 0 


Houston 

Tennessee 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 


Kansas City 
Oakland 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 


Pet PF PA 

833 322 145 
750 257 188 
333 204 280 
250 200 377 

667 293 271 
583 276 234 
500 261 257 
333 220 292 

833 406 219 
583 236 225 
417 246 272 
083 179 298 

667 348 265 
500 237 324 
333 198 237 
333 244 241 


National Conference 


Dallas 6 6 0 

Philadelphia 5 7 0 

Washington 3 9 0 

N.Y. Giants 2 10 0 

South 

y-New Orleans 10 2 0 

Tampa Bay 5 7 0 


Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
Detroit 


Pet PF PA 

500 310 236 
417 274 284 
250 173 290 
167 230 339 

833 298 248 
417 340 346 
417 280 320 
250 260 323 


667 319 242 
500 212 208 
292 280 315 


Seattle 10 2 0 .833 329 293 

San Francisco 10 2 0 .833 349 183 

L.A. Rams 7 5 0 .583 283 250 

Arizona 3 8 1 .292 255 351 

y-clinched division 

Thursday, Nov. 28 
Chicago 24, Detroit 20 
Buffalo 26, Dallas 15 
New Orleans 26, Atlanta 18 
Sunday, Dec. 1 

Baltimore 20, San Francisco 17 
Green Bay 31, N.Y. Giants 13 
Tennessee 31, Indianapolis 17 
Pittsburgh 20, Cleveland 13 
Cincinnati 22, N.Y Jets 6 
Tampa Bay 28, Jacksonville 11 
Miami 37, Philadelphia 31 
Washington 29, Carolina 21 
L.A. Rams 34, Arizona 7 
Kansas City 40, Oakland 9 
Denver 23, L.A. Chargers 20 
Houston 28, New England 22 
Monday’s game 
Seattle 37, Minnesota 30 
Thursday’s game 
Dallas at Chicago 

Sunday’s games 
Washington at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at Tampa Bay 
San Francisco at New Orleans 
Carolina at Atlanta 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Denver at Houston 
Baltimore at Buffalo 
Miami at N.Y. Jets 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
L.A. Chargers at Jacksonville 
Pittsburgh at Arizona 
Tennessee at Oakland 
Kansas City at New England 
Seattle at L.A. Rams 

Monday, Dec. 9 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia 

Monday 

Seahawks 37, Vikings 30 

Minnesota 7 10 0 13-30 

Seattle 7 3 17 10-37 

First quarter 

Min—Cook 2 run (Bailey kick), 8:12. 
Sea—Carson 1 run (Myers kick), :11. 

Second quarter 

Min—Harris 20 interception return 
(Bailey kick), 5:09. 

Sea-FG Myers 29, :58. 

Min-FG Bailey 47, :00. 

Third quarter 

Sea—Penny 1 run (Myers kick), 9:02. 
Sea-FG Myers 29, 5:46. 

Sea—Moore 60 pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), :05. 

Fourth quarter 

Sea—Penny 13 pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 13:30. 

Min—Treadwell 58 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), 12:49. 

Min—Rudolph 3 pass from Cousins 
(kick failed), 7:14. 

Sea-FG Myers 36, :21. 


Min 

17 


Sea 

24 


First downs 

Total Net Yards — 

Rushes-yards 14-78 43-218 

Passing 276 226 

Punt Returns 0-0 1-9 

Kickoff Returns 3-57 2-51 

Interceptions Ret. 1-20 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 22-38-1 21-31-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 2-14 

Punts 4-42.5 3-42.0 

Fumbles-Lost 3-2 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 3-30 1-30 

Time of Possession 20:15 39:45 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Minnesota, Cook 9-29, 
Diggs 1-27, Mattison 4-22. Seattle, Car- 
son 23-102, Penny 15-74, Homer 1-29, Wil¬ 
son 4-13. 

PASSING-Minnesota, Cousins 22-38- 

1- 276. Seattle, Wilson 21-31-1-240. 

RECEIVING-Minnesota, Mattison 4-51, 
Rudolph 4-50, Diggs 4-25, Cook 3-35, Ham 

2- 42, Conklin 2-8, Treadwell 1-58, I.SmIth 
1-6, O.Johnson 1-1. Seattle, Metcalf 6-75, 
Hollister 6-44, Penny 4-33, Moore 2-65, 
Gordon 1-10, Carson 1-7, J.Brown 1-6. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Jaguars going with Minshew at QB 



Photos by Stephen B. Mohton/AP 


The Jaguars benched quarterback Nick Foies, left, during the second half of Sunday’s loss to the 
Buccaneers in favor of rookie Gardner Minshew, right, who will start the next game. 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
Mississippi Mustache is back in 
Jacksonville’s starting lineup. 

Rookie sensation Gardner 
Minshew will start Sunday when 
the reeling Jaguars host the Los 
Angeles Chargers. He replaces 
ineffective and highly paid quar¬ 
terback Nick Foies following the 
team’s fourth consecutive lop¬ 
sided loss. 

Coach Doug Marrone made 
the announcement Monday, one 
day after a 28-11 home loss to 
Tampa Bay in which the Jaguars 
(4-8) managed 242 yards, turned 
the ball over four times and were 
flagged a season-high 16 times for 
125 yards. It was Jacksonville’s 
18th loss in its past 24 games. 

“We feel with Gardner’s mobil¬ 
ity and elusiveness, it gives us a 
better chance of winning with the 
way we’re playing right now be¬ 
cause we’re all not doing a good 
enough job,” Marrone said. 

Askecl whether the job would be 
Minshew’s for the remainder of 
the season, Marrone said, “We’re 
planning on him playing.” 

It was the obvious move fol¬ 
lowing Sunday’s debacle against 
Tampa Bay. Foies ended Jack¬ 
sonville’s first three drives with 
turnovers that the Buccaneers 
turned into touchdowns. Mar¬ 
rone benched Foies at halftime, 
trailing 25-0. 

Marrone said Foies handled 
the demotion like a pro. 

“It’s brutal; it’s tough,” Mar¬ 
rone said. “He’s a competitor. He 
worked his (butt) off to come back. 
He’s a great pro, so he’s going to 
do everything he can to help us 
win. And at the same time, he’s 
got to be ready in case there’s an 
injury. I think the world of him. 
I think he’s a really good quar¬ 
terback. He obviously can win in 
this league. But we have to have 
some help around him.” 

Minshew, who went 4-4 as the 
starter while Foies recovered 


from a broken left collarbone suf¬ 
fered in the opener, rallied the 
team and had a chance to make it 
a seven-point game in the fourth 
quarter. But his would-be TD 
pass slipped through Dede West¬ 
brook’s hands and resulted in an 
interception. 

Minshew finished 16-for-27 
passing for 147 yards, with a 
touchdown to Westbrook and 
the interception. He was sacked 
twice and fumbled on the team’s 
final play. 

Foies completed 7 of 14 passes 


for 93 yards and was sacked three 
times. The 2018 Super Bowl MVP 
has thrown for 661 yards, with 
two touchdowns, two intercep¬ 
tions, two fumbles and eight sacks 
in three games since coming off 
injured reserve. 

He doesn’t look comfortable in 
the pocket and playing behind a 
shaky offensive line highlights 
his lack of mobility. 

“They’re part of it when you 
look at protections,” Marrone 
said. “But’s it’s really a lot of 
things. You’ve got to get open. 


You’ve got to protect.... We’ve got 
to be able to run the ball better. 
There’s a lot of things that come 
into it.... It’s not the way we want 
to be playing.” 

Minshew, meanwhile, extends 
plays with his legs and does some 
of his best work while improvis¬ 
ing. A sixth-round draft pick 
from Washington State, Minshew 
has thrown for 2,432 yards and 
14 touchdowns. Turnovers have 
been the main issue: he has five 
interceptions and 12 fumbles 
(seven lost). 


Pretty: Vikings fall a game behind Packers in NFC North 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Francisco atop the NFC West but holds the tie¬ 
breaker. The Seahawks have the inside track 
to the division title with four games left. 

“Just couldn’t be more excited to have that 
kind of win and put us at 10 wins. That’s a 
nice spot for this time,” Carroll said. “We kick 
it into the fourth quarter and now it’s finish 
time.” 

Minnesota (8-4) fell a game behind Green 
Bay in the NFC North and is only one game 
ahead of the Los Angeles Rams in the wild¬ 
card race. The Vikings lost star running back 
Dalvin Cook to a shoulder injury when he 
fumbled midway through the third quarter in 
what became a m^or turning point. 

Cook said he believes he should be able to 
play next week and took responsibility for the 
fumble. 

“Everybody acts like this is the end of the 
world. We lost one game tonight,” Minnesota 
coach Mike Zimmer said. “We’re 8-4, we have 
four games left, three division games. This 
isn’t the end of the world. We still have a lot of 
good football left to play.” 


Wilson wasn’t great, but he came up with 
key plays as Seattle won its fifth straight. He 
had a forgettable first-half moment trying to 
bat down a deflected pass only to watch An¬ 
thony Harris intercept the ball and return it 
for a touchdown. Wilson was 21-for-31 for 240 
yards. 

The key was the running of Penny and Chris 
Carson. Seattle rushed for 218 yards, the most 
allowed by Minnesota this season. Carson had 
102, including a 1-yard TD. Penny added 74. 
The Vikings were giving up just 94 yards per 
game rushing. 

“Our running game has been a staple of 
our offense. That’s our foundation and both of 
those guys are amazing backs. They’re really 
coming on,” Seattle offensive lineman Duane 
Brown sai(l. 

Minnesota quarterback Kirk Cousins was 
22-for-38 for 276 yards but couldn’t connect 
with Irv Smith Jr. on fourth-and-3 at the Vi¬ 
kings 42 with 2:31 left. Jason Myers’ 36-yard 
field goal with 21 seconds left provided the 
final margin for Seattle. 

“I think we have a football team that can go 
on the road in a tough environment and get a 


win. I think this is an opportunity we missed. 
It’s disappointing,” Cousins said. 

Flu bug 

Moore and Flowers were both among a 
group of Seattle players that missed time this 
week as a flu bug circulated through the lock¬ 
er room. Tyler Lockett was another who was 
slowed by illness and was held without a catch 
for the first time since the 2017 season. 

Injuries 

Vikings left tackle Riley Reiff suffered a 
concussion early in the second half and was 
ruled out. Cook immediately went to the lock¬ 
er room after his fumble with a shoulder in¬ 
jury and did not return. 

Up next 

Vikings: Return home to host Detroit on 
Sunday. 

Seahawks: Travel to Los Angeles to face 
the Rams on Sunday night. 
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14 minutes 

That’s all Antetokounmpo needed 
for a double-double » nba, Page 22 



Ted S. Warren, above, and John Froschauer, below/AP 


Above: Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson slips out of the pocket while under pressure from the Minnesota Vikings during the first half of Monday’s game in Seattle. 
Below: Vikings running back DaMn cook, left, fends off tackles while picking up yardage. Cook injured his shoulder midway through the third quarter and didn’t return. 



Sitting pretty 

Seattle grabs NFC West lead 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — By the time the playoffs 
arrive, the Seattle Seahawks are going to 
feel just fine in a close, tight game. 

Even when they’re comfortably ahead, 
the Seahawks have a way of making the final 
minutes more than a little unnerving. 

“Close games are cool, aren’t they? I 
like them,” Seattle coach Pete Carroll 
joked. “Maybe the 17 points was too much. 
Maybe we shouldn’t have been ahead by 
that much.” 


Thanks to the combo of Rashaad Penny 
and Chris Carson, and one big strike from 
Russell Wilson, the Seahawks built a big 
second-half lead before holding off the 
Minnesota Vikings for a 37-30 win Monday 
night. 

Penny scored one touchdown rushing 
and one receiving, and Wilson hit David 
Moore on a 60-yard touchdown pass as the 
Seahawks scored 24 straight points to take 
control before needing to hold on late as 
the Vikings tried to rally. 

Seattle (10-2) moved into a tie with San 
SEE PRETTY ON PAGE 23 


Geoigetown dismisses two piayers » College basketball. Page 20 















